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A  Changing  Downtown  Glen  Park 

What's  Going 
On  Here? 

by  Alan  Goldfarb 

Alan  Goldfarb.  a  former  editor  and  writer  for  the 
San  Francisco  Examiner,  is  the  proprietor  of  Higher 
Grounds  Coffeehouse  located  in  Downtown  Glen  Park. 

What  the  hell  is  going  on  here?  Glen  Park, 
Downtown  Glen  Park  that  is.  is  looking  like  a 
ghost  town  these  early  spring  days.  Sure,  Glen 
Park  is  a  neighborhood  in  transition.  With  BART 
as  a  prime  catalyst,  the  past  five  years  have  seen 
the  surrounding  residential  community  undergo 
tremendous  change.  People  are  painting,  remod- 
eling, and  renovating  aging  houses.  But  not  so 
downtown  Glen  Park. 

'  "  f,;.ii    ju'j  sc-jm  that  the  tinr*  is  ripe  for'Glen  P  :k 
to  becoc"  another  Union  Street  (ugh!)  or  Sacramento 
Street  (ugh!  again).  However,  with  few  exceptions,  the 
buildings  are  run  down,  businesses  are  marginal  or 
failing,  and  Glen  Park  is  in  desperate  need  of 
neighborhood-serving  businesses.  Property  values  are 
skyrocketing  in  the  surrounding  hills  and  wealthy 
professional-types  are  discovering  our  little  village.  So 
why  are  storefronts  in  Downtown  Glen  Park  sitting  like 
so  many  crates  of  rotting  lettuce  waiting  for  the  trashman? 

First,  take  a  walk  along  Monterey  Boulevard,  past 
the  Major  Paint  Store  on  the  corner  of  Monterey  and 
Joost  Avenue.  Here  are  two  structures  built  about  eight 
months  ago.  The  one  on  the  left  is  a  pretty,  two-story 
wood  facade  building  which  houses  Forum  Realty  above 
and  an  empty  storefront  below.  The  people  who  run 
Forum  seem  to  have  a  genuine  interest  in  our  neighbor- 
hood. The  storefront  space,  however,  has  no  takers 
apparently  because  of  its  rather  isolated  location.  It 
could  make  a  lovely  restaurant. 

To  the  right  of  the  Forum  building  is  a  quaint 
cottage-like  site  reconstructed  by  local  contractor  Ralph 
Larson.  The  building  currently  houses  H  &  R  Block,  the 
tax  people  who  will  be  bailing  out  as  soon  as  "the  season" 
is  over.  (What  about  the  playoffs?)  And  in  its  place? 
Another  real  estate  office.  William  Fischman  of  Century 
21  recently  purchased  the  building  and  will  be  moving 
down  from  upper  Monterey  Boulevard. 

Returning  along  Monterey  (Circular  Avenue  on 
some  maps)  to  the  intersection  of  Joost  Avenue, one  sees 
a  new  apartment  complex  with  a  storefront  below. 
Although  empty  for  some  time  it  now  appears  that  half 
the  storefront  will  be  used  by  Z.  Ben  Simon  as  an  office 
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Who  no**  ~>,-,  „ww  *-lnn  „    -,,n  p^UMJkmHv  Circus  comes  to  Glen  Park  on  May  5th  and  6th!  Tim  blend 

of  circus  excitement  hosted  by  the  San  Francisco  Council  of  Parent  Participation  Nursery  Schools  should  be  a 
fun-filled  fundraiser.  The  unique  Pickle  troupe  drew  thousands  to  Glen  Park  last  year.  Story  and  more  photos, 
pages  8  &  9.    


From  meat  market  to  laundromat  to  pizza  parlor -Glen 
Park 's  derelict  laundromat  will  soon  be  producing  pizza. 


for  his  construction  company  (Gilco).  The  other  half 
will  be  available  for  rent. 

On  Diamond  Street,  north  of  BART's  "kiss  "n" 
ride"  lot,  is  an  apartment  building  with  storefront 
owned  by  Charlie  Jweinat,  the  proprietor  of  Diamond 
Supermarket.  There  is  soon  to  be  a  television  repair  shop 
at  that  site. 

Travel  up  Diamond  past  Bosworth.  On  the  east 
side  of  the  street  sits  a  vacant  lot  where  recently  stood 
one  of  the  more  inexpensive  gasoline  stations  in  the 
City.  The  Olympic  Station  closed  its  pumps  about 
three  months  ago  to  make  way  for  Glen  Park's  first 
savings  and  loan -Continental. 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  Continental  S  &  L, 
chaired  by  Frank  Lembi,  who  runs  Skyline  Realty, 
plans  to  open  a  Glen  Park  branch  by  the  summer  of 
1980.  They  plan  to  move  a  large  Victorian  (see  the 
March  issue  of  the  Perspective)  to  the  site  which  will 
house  a  small  shop,  a  large  restaurant,  and  several  offices 
in  addition  to  the  bank.  According  to  Continental's 
President  Jerry  Dodson,  Continental  will  actually  begin 
operations  here  in  a  trailer  on  July  1 . 

Across  Diamond  Street  from  Continental's  corner 
is  the  proposed  site  of  the  "Glen  Park  Center."  The  pro- 
ject is  still  in  the  hands  of  the  Planning  Department, 
pending  completion  of  an  Environmental  Impact  Report. 
The  "Center"  is  proposed  for  the  area  between  Brompton 
Avenue  and  Diamond  Street  and  between  Bosworth 
Street  and  The  Couture  House  of  Ethyl  and  William.  As 
yet  we  don't  know  how  many  or  what  types  of  store- 
fronts might  become  available  in  this  project.  The 
existing  storefronts  have  changed  tenants  repeatedly  in 
the  past  few  years. 

Continuing  on  our  tour  up  Diamond,  we  come  to 
the  Glen  Park  Bakery  on  the  corner  of  Diamond  and 
Chenery  Streets.  This  coffee  shop,  which  was  sold  six 
months  ago  and  then  closed,  recently  reopened.  The 
sale  of  the  Bakery  never  went  through  escrow,  and  after 
being  shut  down  for  two  months  because  of  litigation, 
it  has  reopened  under  the  original  ownership. 

And  just  past  the  Bakery,  where  the  Glen  Park 
Cleaners  used  to  be,  is  a  building  owned  by  realtor  Jack 
Klein.  The  cleaners  was  forced  to  close  its  doors  after  1 1 
years  when  Klein  terminated  its  lease.  Klein's  storefront 
stood  empty  for  nearly  three  months,  perhaps  because 


of  the  S700  rental.  He  has  decided  to  open  his  own 
"Personal  Management"  offices  there  and  is  remodeling. 

If  you  double  back  to  Chenery  and  head  toward 
Castro  Street,  you'll  find  a  beautiful  dark  red  Victorian 
which  houses  Leo's  Liquors.  The  upstairs  offices,  owned 
by  Nelson  Combs,  have  been  sitting  vacant  for  a  year. 
Combs,  a  Glen  Park  resident,  now  plans  to  lease  the  four 
rooms  of  the  lovely  flat  to  individual  businesses.  At  press 
time,  he  had  rented  offices  to  a  tax  consultant  and  a 
psychologist. 

Almost  directly  across  the  street  from  Comb's 
building,  you  will  find  a  rather  bombed-out-looking 
edifice.  In  actuality,  it  used  to  be  a  bombed-out-looking 
laundromat.  To  disgruntled  Glen  Parkers,  the  closing  of 
Bernie  Galinas's  run-down  gross-a-mat  was  both  a  blessing 
and  a  loss.  The  building  was  in  terrible  disrepair  and  par- 
ticularly depressing  to  enter.  And  more  often  than  not, 
clothes  would  come  out  dirtier  than  when  first  dumped 
into  those  broken-down  coin-sucking  machines. 

But  so  what  if  you  no  longer  can  do  your  wash. 
Now  you  can  eat  pizza.  Yep,  Glen  Park  may  get  its  first 
pizza  palace.  Hallbert  Corporation  plans  to  open  an 
Italian  restaurant-DiMarcos-at  the  laundromat  site. 

Continued  on  Back  Page 


Street-Wise 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Glen  Park 
Association  will  feature  a  talk  and  slide  show 
on  making  streets  liveable  for  people  by 
Kathryn  Mathewson,  a  landscape  architect 
who  has  served  as  a  consultant  with  the 
State  Parks  Department  on  community 
needs  in  San  Francisco. 

Another  guest  will  be  Jerry  Dodson, 
president  of  Continental  Savings  and  Loan 
Company,  who  will  present  an  update  on  the 
status  of  the  Glen  Park  branch. 

The  meeting  will  be  held  on  Monday, 
May  2 1 st  at  7:30  p.m.  in  the  auditorium  of 
the  Glen  Park  Recreation  Center,  Elk  Street 
near  Chenery.  (Take  the  footpath  that  runs 
along  the  tennis  courts.) 


Letters 


Keep  Hyperventilating 

Personally  I  am  quite  hyperventilated  over 
the  quality  and  obvious  success  of  your  journal 
and  of  the  GPA. 

Your  campaign  to  bring  a  halt  to  the  demo- 
lition derby  on  O'Bosworthy  and  Elk  Streets  has 
especially  been  appreciated. 

I  am  also  an  avid  reader  of  anything  relat- 
ing to  the  history/geology/ecology  of  Glen  Park 
Canyon  and  its  environs. 

How  did  the  Glen  Park  Canyon  portion  of 
Islais  Creek  obtain  the  name,  Berkeley  Creek? 
From  the  cows  in  Berkeley?  Tell  me. 

Enclosed  is  a  check  for  1979  membership 
plus  a  little  extra  as  I  rather  overlooked  my 
1978  membership. 

John  Riddle 
Crags  Court 

Growing  Problems 

We  live  on  Chenery  Street  near  John  F. 
Kennedy  School.  We  chose  our  home  to  provide 
decent  housing  in  an  attractive,  quiet  neighbor- 
hood. During  the  first  two  years  we  had  every 
reason  to  believe  our  choice  was  a  good  one. 

This  is  why  growing  problems  involving 
young  people,  so  apparent  this  past  year,  have 
distressed  us  and  our  neighbors  very  much.  I 
think  we're  all  aware  of  them. 

Motorcycles  and  cars,  often  unmuffled, 
tum  our  streets  into  speedways  and  playgrounds, 
sometimes  to  well  after  one  a.m. 

From  late  afternoon  to  midnight,  large 
groups  of  boys,  ranging  from  10  to  20  years 
old,  gather  at  several  neighborhood  points  to 
hold  noisy,  beer-driven  meetings  that  can  pro- 
duce fights,  attacks  on  other  children,  and  acts 
of  vandalism. 


.  — — 


lets  and  drugs  throTTglTTTISgarT^^.  ^» 

are  broken  into. 

It  is  time  to  examine  these  problems  from  a 
constructive  point  of  view.  We  should  not 
stand  by  idly  while  young  people  lock  themselves 
onto  an  aimless  path  that  may  lead  to  real 
trouble.  This  is  a  tragic  waste  of  good  growing 
years. 

And  so,  I  intend  to  contact  as  many  people 
as  possible.  I  will  speak  to  agencies  and  elected 
officials.  The  Glen  Park  Perspective  has  offered 
to  assist.  If  this  matter  is  of  concern  to  you, 
write  down  your  thoughts  and  observations  and 
send  them  to:  Dennis  Hoffman,  c/o  Glen  Park 
Perspective,  P.O.  Box  31337,  San  Francisco. 

By  sharing  our  experience  we  can  form  a 
real  picture  of  the  size  and  nature  of  this  prob- 
lem. By  exchanging  ideas  we  can  look  to  realistic 
solutions. 

Dennis  Hoffman 
Chenery  Street 


The  Glen  Park  Perspective  is  a  neighborhood  news- 
paper published  monthly.  P.O.  Box  31337.  San  Francisco, 
California  94131.  Copyright  1979  by  the  Glen  Park  Perspec- 
tive AU  rights  reserved.  No  part  of  this  publication  may  be 
reproduced  by  any  means  without  the  permission  of  the  pub- 
Usher. 

The  Perspective  is  delivered  free  to  2500  households  in 
Glen  Park,  and  4000  more  copies  are  distributed  through 
local  businesses  Subscriptions  axe  $3  per  year.  Ad  rates  avail- 
able upon  request  and  inquiries  should  be  directed  to  Jim 
Gravanis  at  585-5304. 

The  Perspective  welcomes  contributions-stories, 
poems,  photos,  news,  letters,  gossip,  humor,  and  cash. 

All  manuscripts  should  be  submitted  in  duplicate, 
typed  and  double-spaced,  and  must  include  name,  address, 
and  phone  number  The  Perspective  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  or  reject  any  material,  but  will  try  as  space  permits  to 
print  all  items  of  neighborhood  interest. 

The  all-volunteer  staff  includes  Peter  Beliak,  Elizabeth 
Bryant,  Laura  Goderez.  Alan  Goldfarb,  Jim  Gravanis,  Ruth 
Gravanis,  Frank  Gualco.  Michael  Hitchcock,  Heather 
Johnston,  Stephanie  Mines,  Jane  Mutony,  Elaine  Patterson, 
Pam  Ray,  and  Don  Walker. 

Help  is  always  needed.  Call  Laura  at  585-7436. 


Money  Talks 

The  Glen  Park  Perspective: 

In  appreciation  and  recognition  of  a  valuable 
community  service,  we'd  like  to  "put  our  money 
where  our  mouth  is"  and  balance  the  budget 
for  1978. 

Elaine  and  Steve 
Melrose  Avenue 

The  Perspective  staff  is  extremely  grateful  for 
the  generous  check  which  accompanied  this 
letter.  The  budget  is  now  balanced,  and  the  pa- 
per is  beginning  to  pay  back  an  initial  loan  of 
$948.  Thank  you,  Elaine  and  Steve! 

-Ed. 

Stop  in  the  Name  of  Love 

— ^^  Jjlen  Park  Perspective, 

Thank  you.  thank  you.  thank  you  from 
the  bottom  of  my  heart  to  everyone  who 
helped  to  get  those  stop  signs  at  Elk  and  Bos- 
worth  Streets. 

We  live  on  Bosworth  just  down  from  Elk, 
and  the  traffic  has  been  a  nightmare  since  we 
moved  in.  I  have  considered  moving  away  just 
because  of  that  corner. 

Now  my  son  can  cross  to  the  park  more 
safely.  My  mother  will  walk  in  the  park  too, 
and  friends  who  visit  us  won't  have  to  take 
their  lives  in  their  hands  just  to  see  us. 

Frank  Morgan,  Bonnie  Jones,  Candace 
Barnes,  Stephanie  Smith,  Helene  Flynn,  Laura 
Goderez,  and  unnamed  others-a  big  hug  from 
the  Glass  family! 

Meryl  Glass 
Bosworth  Street 

Pigeon  Holing 

Gentlemen: 

Having  just  returned  from  a  trip,  the  Glen 
Park  Perspective  was  among  the  mail. 

The  Continental  S  &  L  Building  looks  in- 
teresting, but  I  hope  the  paper  will  give  a  little 
more  information  concerning  it.  Three  stories 
will  cut  off  a  lot  of  view  area  for  one  thing.  Will 
there  be  an  elevator?  What  about  parking?  The 
pigeons  will  have  lots  of  roosting  area  unless 
something  is  done  to  control  them.  I'm  really 
serious  about  this  and  would  like  to  know  how 
the  district  is  accepting  it. 

Any  information  will  be  appreciated. 
Thank  you. 

Yours  truly, 
Mrs.  Jos.  Schneider 
Surrey  Street 


Neighborhoodism 


Hello, 

We  enjoy  your  entertaining  and  informative 
newspaper  and  find  that  it  makes  our  neighbor- 
hood a  better  place  to  live. 

Thanks, 
Patricia  Jane  Merrill 
Rober  Patrick  Corr 
Mangels  Avenue 


Rooting  for  Neighborhoods 

Dear  Perspective, 

We  were  very  fortunate  in  saving  our  Sun- 
nyside  Conservatory.  The  Sunnyside/Glen  Park 
neighborhoods  need  to  hold  on  to  their  roots. 
Without  pride  in  our  past,  we  have  no  future! 

Over  the  last  twenty  years,  our  Conserva- 
tory has  witnessed  the  transition  of  the  neigh- 
borhood from  a  rural  oasis  to  what  we  see  to- 
day. The  tranquil  quality  of  life  that  existed 
two  decades  ago  has  been  buried  by  the  free- 
way, Diamond  Heights,  City  College  congestion, 
and  BART. 

Now  the  Conservatory  has  a  future!  What 
are  the  community's  ideas  for  our  landmark's 
future? 

I  would  like  to  see  a  corridor  of  open  space 
and  walkways  created  from  Monterey  Boulevard 
to  Dorthy  Erskine  Park.  The  key  to  this  plan  is 
the  vacant  City-owned  lot  between  the  Con- 
servatory and  Joost,  which  could  easily  be 
turned  into  a  public  walkway.  This  trail  would 
hook  up  with  the  Nordhoff  steps  which  come 
within  a  half  block  of  Dorthy  Erskine  Park  on 
Martha  Hill. 

If  people  have  any  ideas  or  suggestions 
about  the  Sunnyside  Conservatory,  feel  free  to 
give  me  a  call  at  752-5983  or  write  to  the 
Perspective. 

Special  thanks  to  Margot  Patterson  Doss, 
Gertrude  B.  Piatt,  Ken  Hoegger  and  the  Glen 
Park  Association  for  helping  in  the  battle  to 
save  our  Conservatory! 

Gregory  Gaar 


That's  Pretty  Flanner^! 

A  hearty  welcome  to  Thomas  J.  Flannery, 
8  lbs.  9  oz.,  born  April  2  to  Connie  and  Owen 
of  Arlington  Street. 


Perspective  in  June 

The  next  issue  of  the  Glen  Park  Per- 
spective will  be  published  on  June  4th.  The 
deadline  for  articles  is  May  1 1th;  for  news 
items.  May  18th;  and  for  Calendar  and 
Classifieds,  May  25th. 


Highrise  Petition 
To  Balance  Growth 

Citizens  throughout  the  City  have  begun  to 
gather  signatures  on  a  petition  to  put  a  highrise 
limitation  initiative  on  the  November  ballot. 
Sponsored  by  San  Franciscans  for  Reasonable 
Growth  (SFRG),  the  initiative  seeks  to  foster 
balanced  growth  by  encouraging  the  develop- 
ment of  new  housing  and  the  preservation  of 
historical  landmarks  while  limiting  the  height 
of  future  buildings  to  260  feet-about  20 
stories. 

Members  of  SFRG  have  pointed  out  ways 
in  which  the  disproportionate  growth  of  office 
space  is  leading  to  a  decline  in  the  quality  of  life 
in  San  Francisco.  Traffic  congestion  and  parking 
problems  are  overwhelming,  while  resources  for 
improved  transit  are  almost  gone.  Air,  noise, 
and  water  pollution  are  increasing.  Our  down- 
town is  becoming  darker,  windier,  and  less  in- 
viting. There  is  more  and  more  demand  for  al- 
ready overburdened  public  services  such  as  fire, 
police,  street  repair  and  maintenance,  transit, 
and  sewage  treatment.  The  increased  demand 
upon  the  limited  housing  stock  contributes  to 
rising  rents  while  very  few  of  the  jobs  created 
go  to  present  San  Franciscans. 

If  you  would  like  to  help  circulate  peti- 
tions, call  Judy  at  282-3620. 
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/4  G/e//  Park  neighborhood  band  gathers  at  Chenery  and  Diamond  near  the  G.H     Balloon  ascensions  performed  by  Jimmy  "Scarface"  Williams  attracted  crowds  u>  the 


Umbsen  &  Co.  real  estate  office. 


History  of  Glen  Park 


May  Day  Festival  in  1898. 


From  the  Baxter  Collection,  Glen  Park  Library 


Courtesy  of  the  California  Historical  Society 


Festivities  in  the  Canyon  -  A  Century  Old  Tradition 


by  Elaine  S.  Patterson 

The  Pickle  Family  Circus,  which  comes  to 
Glen  Park  Playground  and  Recreation  Center  on 
May  5-6,  will  continue  a  tradition  of  outdoor 
recreation  which  began  in  Glen  Park  nearly  a  cen- 
tury ago.  Not  surprisingly,  the  park  has  played  a 
significant  role,  both  in  the  development  of  the 
community,  and  in  the  social  life  of  the 
neighborhood. 

Glen  Canyon,  which  plunges  steeply  between 
Gold  Mine  Hill  and  the  east  spur  of  Mt.  Davidson, 
has  long  been  a  setting  of  natural  beauty.  Islais 
Creek  still  trickles  through  the  northern  portions 
of  the  canyon,  nurturing  lush  vegetation  along 
ite  once  raging  banks.  Wild  blackberries,  Cali- 
fornia poppies,  larkspur,  and  wild  pansies  dot 
sunny  hillsides  in  spring,  while  a  variety  of  ferns 


grow  lush  in  the  shady  eucalyptus  grove,  pro- 
viding cover  for  ground  squirrels,  gophers,  moles, 
and  garter  snakes. 

Even  as  the  first  residents  were  settling  in  Glen 
Park,  this  beautiful  natural  environment  did  not  go 
unnoticed.  About  the  same  time  that  Behrand  Joost's 
electrical  street  car  line  came  to  Glen  Park  (1891), 
realtors  Baldwin  &  Hammond  (now  Baldwin  &  Howell) 
acquired  use  of  today's  playground  area  from  Crocker 
Estate  Company.  To  aid  in  promotion  and  sale  of  real 
estate,  Baldwin  &  Hammond  cleared  a  portion  of  the 
area.  They  built  a  red  barn-like  clubhouse  on  roughly 
the  same  site  as  today's  recreation  building,  and  con- 
structed a  bowling  alley  nearby. 

Large  crowds  flocked  to  this  setting  in  Glen  Park 
in  the  1890s  for  dances,  barbeques,  Sunday  picnics,  and 
to  watch  the  daredevil  feats  of  Jimmy  "Scarface" 
Williams.  On  Sundays,  Williams,  a  canary  trainer  at  the 


May  Festival,  Glen  Park.  The  old  red  bam,  designated  "Glen  Park  Theater.  "  was  the  first  community  center.  Fast 
growing  eucalyptus  trees  have  not  yet  covered  the  hills.  (Looking  north  into  the  canyon) 


Cliff  House,  often  ascended  the  canyon  in  gas-filled 
balloons,  or  held  the  crowd  in  suspense  as  he  walked  a 
tightrope  across  the  canyon  above  today's  Silver  Tree 
Day  Camp.  Nearby,  of  course,  real  estate  auctioneers 
hawked  their  property  and  many  lots  were  sold  to  de- 
lighted spectators. 

Adding  to  these  attractions^  the  turn  of  the  cen- 
tury Glen  Canyon  became  the  home  of  the  Mission 
Zoological  Gardens.  Though  lasting  less  than  a  decade, 
the  gardens  brought  an  aviary  and  several  wild  animals 
to  the  canyon,  including  elephants,  bears,  and  monkeys. 
One  historical  account  suggests  that  a  bear  pit  still 
remains,  marking  the  site  of  this  most  unusual  addition 
to  Glen  Park. 

In  1907,  the  Crocker  Company  again  took  interest 
in  the  park.  It  set  up  picnic  facilities,  a  baseball  diamond) 
and  running  track,  and  built  a  grandstand  along  Elk 
Street.  A  tennis  court  and  basketball  court  were  added 
at  the  same  location  as  today's  tennis  courts.  But  a  fence 
was  also  built  and  the  facilities  were  rented  only  to 
private  organizations  for  picnics  and  recreation.  Neigh- 
borhood boys  were  forced  to  play  elsewhere,  usually 
in  the  streets.  Street  gangs  formed  and  fights  often 
ensued. 

Finally.  Glen  Park  residents  appealed  to  the  San 
Francisco  Playground  Commission,  requesting  that  the 
City  purchase  the  park  area.  In  December  1922,  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  paid  the  first  installment  of  a 
$31 ,620  purchase  price  for  10.4  acres  in  Glen  Canyon. 

Thus  in  the  1920s,  the  playground  and  recreation 
area  became  open  to  its  neighborhood  once  more. 
Sunday  picnics  again  attracted  parents  and  children  alike 
with  sounds  from  a  neighborhood  band.  Many  Glen  Park 
residents  today  fondly  recall  their  childhood  days  in  the 
park  with  potato  sack  races,  baseball,  bowling,  and  bas- 
ketball. Others  recall  dances,  theatre  events,  and  political 
speeches  in  the  "old  red  barn."  All  remember  a  strong 
sense  of  community  in  the  neighborhood. 

Fire  destroyed  the  red  barn  clubhouse  in  1932. 
The  Works  Progress  Administration  (WPA)  built  the 
present  community  center,  adding  a  gymnasium.  Today, 
the  center's  facilities  provide  a  meeting  place  for  seniors, 
children,  and  citizeVs  groups,  including  the  Glen  Park 
Association. 

Today,  as  in  its  early  history,  the  Glen  Park 
canyon  and  playground  offer  a  rustic  natural  environ- 
ment for  community  activities.  Come  to  the  Pickle 
Family  Circus,  May  5-6,  and  share  this  tradition! 


Note:  Any  readers  having  pictures,  scrapbooks,  memen- 
tos or  memories  which  you  would  be  willing 
to  share  with  this  series,  contact  Elaine  Patterson, 
239-7904. 

Sources: 

O'Brien,  Robert.  "Riptides:  A  Glen  Park  Boy  Looks  Back." 
San  Francisco  Chronicle.  21  November  1947. 

O'Connor.  Melvin.  "History  of  Glen  Park."  n.d.  California 
Department  of  Parks  &  Recreation,  San  Francisco, 
California. 

Mrs.  M.  Straub  Baxter  to  Glen  Park  Library,  n.d.  Glen 
Park  Library,  n.d.  Glen  Park  History  Notebook.  Glen  Park 
Library,  San  Francisco. 

James  J.  Burns  to  Laura  Goderez.  3  September  1975. 
Glen  Park  History  Notebook.  Glen  Park  Library.  San 
Francisco. 

Tietz.  Wilhelm.  San  Francisco.  California.  Interview.  30 
March  1979;  2  April  1979. 
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'Not  Running' 


Cecil  Williams  - 


Hot  rumor  of  the  month:  The  Rev.  Cecil 
Williams  of  Glide  Memorial  Church  moved  into 
Glen  Park  about  a  month  ago  so  that  he  could 
run  for  Supervisor  from  District  9. 

According  to  the  good  pastor,  that  is  abso- 
lutely not  true. 

Indeed,  Williams  has  moved  into  Glen  Park, 
but  he  maintains  it  was  only  by  coincidence  that 
his  eight-month  search  for  a  house  ended  here. 

"You've  just  made  me  sit  down,"  he  laughed 
when  confronted  with  the  rumor.  "I  don't  know 
anything  about  that  one,  but  I  had  the  feeling 
that  someone  was  going  to  say  that.  I've  been 
asked  for  years  to  run,  but  I've  always  refused. 

"My  demeanor  is  not  made  to  be  a  poli- 
tician," he  said.  "It  would  do  something  to  me. 
It  would  be  my  demise. 

"I'm  more  the  person  who  likes  to  be  on 
the  street  with  the  people,  not  in  the  halls.  I'm 
more  of  an  activist  than  that. 

"If  I  really  had  the  guts  to  be  a  good  politi- 


tian,  I  would  let  people  know,"  he  said.  "I've 
changed  my  mind  before,  but  I  don't  think  so 
this  time." 

Williams  said  he  does  plan  to  get  involved 
in  neighborhood  activities.  • 

Who  Is  Running? 

The  election  won't  be  'til  November,  but 
interest  is  growing  in  the  District  Nine  super- 
visorial race.  So  far,  the  name  most  frequently 
mentioned  as  a  possibility  to  challenge  incum- 
bent Lee  Dolson  is  that  of  Nancy  Walker,  a 
Bernal  Heights  resident  who  was  active  in  the 
District  Elections  campaign  and  who  currently 
directs  the  Victim-Witness  Assistance  Program. 
Her  possible  candidacy  will  be  discussed  at  a 
coffee  to  be  held  at  7:30  Wednesday,  May  2nd 
at  the  home  of  Kathy  King,  1 55  Chenery  Street 
(285^175). 


Elizabeth  Bryant 


The  Battle  of  the  Budget-Three  thousand  angry  par- 
ents, teachers,  and  students  jammed  Mission  High 
School  auditorium  recently  in  order  to  protest  cuts  in 
school  budgets  and  to  let  State  legislators  know  that 
long-range  financing  is  urgently  needed.  If  our  neigh- 
borhood schools  are  to  remain  open,  further  support 
is  needed  in  the  form  of  letters  to  legislators.  In  the 
words  of  Willie  Brown  (1 7th  Assembly  District),  "It 's 
going  to  take  a  hell  of  a  lot  more  heat  than  is  generated 
here"  to  move  the  legislature  to  pass  a  bill  that  will 
provide  long-range  financing  for  public  education 


RECYCLING-San  Francisco's  Richmond  Environmental  Action  (REA)  now  operates  its  recycling 
center  every  Saturday,  9  a.m.  to  2  p.m.  in  a  parking  lot  on  Anza,  one  block  west  of  Masonic  (behind 
Lone  Mountain  College).  John  Barry  of  REA  tells  us  that  it  will  be  operating  six  days  a  week  in  a 
few  months.  For  information,  call  387-3044.  For  other  centers  check  the  Yellow  pages  under  Re- 
cycling Centers. 

• 

THE  MAYOR'S  OFFICE  has  proposed  a  City  budget  of  $87 1 .5  million  for  1 979-80.  If  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  adopts  this  budget,  no  libraries  will  be  closed. 

BONNIE  JONES,  a  Bosworth  Street  resident,  has  been  appointed  Administrative  Assistant  to  Board 
of  Supervisors  President  John  Molinari  (  District  3). 

Glen  Park's  Bus  Routes  May  Undergo  Changes 


Four  diesel  bus  route  changes  will  be 
implemented  in  Glen  Park  next  September  if 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  upholds  the  Public 
Utilities  Commission's  unanimous  endorsement 
of  the  first  phase  of  the  MUNI  Five-Year  Plan. 
If  the  Board  approves  the  PUC's  action,  this 
neighborhood's  motorcoach  service  will  under- 
go the  following  changes: 

*  The  revised  10-MONTEREY  will  run  on 
Cortland,  Mission,  Bosworth,  past  the  Glen 
Park  BART  station,  continuing  west  on  Mon- 
terey Boulevard  to  the  zoo  via  Santa  Clara, 
St.  Francis,  and  Sloat. 

*  The  new  26-GUERRERO  will  replace 
the  26-VALENCIA.  The  route  itself  will  remain 
unchanged  from  San  Francisco  State  through 
Glen  Park.  From  30th  Street,  it  will  turn  onto 
San  Jose  Boulevard,  continue  to  Guerrero, 
Duboce,  Mission,  and  5th  Street. 

*  The  new  44-O'SHAUGHNESSY  will 
create  a  major  L-shaped  crosstown  line  con- 
necting Bay  View,  Portola,  Glen  Park,  Forest 
Hill,  the  Inner  Sunset,  Golden  Gate  Park,  and 


tf'Tleasant  'Ambience  with  'Reasonable  'Trices 

Cafe  CMetropole 

1361  Cfiurch  Street 
('Between  Clipper  61  i6tfi) 
285-6633 


Jiearxy  Sandwiches, 
Soups,  Salads, 
Jiomemade  Qpiche  & 
'Tastries 

'Expresso,  'Beer  6*  Wine 

yoon  til  9:00  pm  Closed  Sundays 


the  Richmond.  From  the  Glen  Park  BART 
station,  the  44  will  climb  O'Shaughnessy  to 
Woodside  and  continue  to  the  Forest  Hill  sta- 
tion. North  of  Forest  Hill  and  south  of  Glen 
Park,  the  44-line  will  replace  the  present  10- 
MONTEREY  and  51 -SILVER  lines,  respectively. 

*  The  revised  52-EXCELSIOR  will  run 
between  the  Excelsior  district  and  the  Fore.st 
Hill  station  via  Diamond  and  Diamond  Heights 
Boulevard.  It  will  compensate  for  the  loss  of 
the  44-service  on  Diamond. 

The  route  changes  in  Glen  Park  and  other 
neighborhoods  in  the  southern  part  of  the  City 
will  follow  motorcoach  route  changes  effective 
June  20  in  the  Richmond,  Western  Addition, 
and  the  northern  part  of  the  City.  MUNI  plan- 
ners believe  that  dividing  the  first  phase  of 
route  changes  into  two  parts  will  make  the 
adjustment  easier  for  both  riders  and  the  rail- 
way. 

After  months  of  public  review  of  the  Draft 
Five-Year  Plan  by  the  GPA  and  other  concerned 

Continued  on  Page  7 


We're  an  Annoyance  Area 


We're  finally  on  the  map!  The  Joint  Powers 
Board  which  oversees  the  Joint  Land  Use  Study 
of  airport  impacted  areas  has  determined  that, 
although  we  aren't  impacted  enough  to  be  in-  - 
eluded  in  their  study,  Glen  Park  is  part  of  an 
"annoyance  area." 

On  April  5th,  a  "Noise  Annoyance  Work- 
shop" was  held  for  residents  of  San  Francisco, 
Millbrae,  Burlingame,  San  Bruno,  Hillsborough, 
and  Foster  City  to  "help  the  consultant  define 
more  precisely  the  nature  of  the  noise  annoy- 
ance" in  areas  outside  the  study's  boundaries. 

A  reason  offered  for  not  including  the  "an- 
noyance areas"  in  the  study  was  that  it  is  too 
difficult  to  monitor  airplane  sounds  there  be- 
cause the  monitoring  devices  used  cannot 
differentiate  between  airplane  noise  and  com- 
munity noise  such  as  dog  barking.  Citizens 
responded  that  the  scale  now  Deing  used  by  inv.  j£ 
airport's  monitors  is  weighted  to  filter  out  low 
frequency  sounds,  and  since  much  of  the  noise 
produced  by  airplanes  is  lower  frequency  than 
most  community  noise,  use  of  a  different  scale 
would  eliminate  the  confusion. 

Also,  if  single-event  noises  (individual  over- 
flights) were  recorded  instead  of  an  average  of 
all  noise,  it  would  be  easy  to  tell  which  noises 
come  from  planes. 

One  San  Mateo  County  resident  pointed 
out  that  such  confusion  of  noises  only  exists 
when  mindless  mechanical  equipment  is  used; 
the  human  brain  is  a  fine  tool  which  has  been 
consistently  downplayed  by  the  Joint  Powers 
Board  and  its  consultants. 

A  large  all  day  workshop  on  airport  im- 
pacts will  be  held  on  Saturday,  June  16th,  at 
Skyline  College.  It  will  provide  a  rare  oppor- 
tunity to  let  officials  know  whether  airplane 
noise  diminishes  the  quality  of  life  in  San  Fran- 
cisco. Check  the  June  Perspective  for  details.* 


NOE  VALLEY'S  ONLY 
GENERAL  OFFICE  SUPPLY  STORE 


r 


OFFICE  SUPPLY 

•  Rubber  Stamps 

•  Filing  Supplies 

•  Unusual  Cards 

•  Photocopy 

•  Business  &  Legal  Forms 

•  Office  Furniture 

•  Office  Machine  Repair 

1354  Castro  282-6363 


GLEN  PARK 
HARDWARE 

685  Chenery  St.  at  Diamond  585-5761 


Plumbing  Supplies 

Custom  Paint  Colors 

Art  Supplies 

Glass  Cutting 
for  Windows  & 
Picture  Frames 

Garden  Supplies 

Open  Monday  through  Saturday 
till  5:30  pm 
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Dolson  Among  Opposition 


Supervisors  Deny  Landmark  Status 
To  'Bank  Temple' 


by  Don  Walker 

Don  Walker  is  a  freelance  writer  who  recently 
moved  to  San  Francisco  after  receiving  a  degree  in 
journalism  from  the  University  of  Kansas.  His  chief 
interest  is  public  affairs  reporting. 

One  of  the  remaining  handful  of  San  Fran- 
cisco's stately  "bank-temples"  was  denied  histor- 
ical landmark  status  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
on  April  13  despite  forceful  objections  from  the 
Planning  Commission. 

Failure  by  preservationists  to  obtain  offi- 
cial recognition  of  the  architectural  merit  of  the 
Anglo  &  London-Paris  National  Bank  at  1  San- 
some  Street,  now  a  Crocker  Bank  branch,  opens 
the  way  for  construction  of  a  48-story  office 
building  on  the  site. 

"The  Planning  Commission  voted  unani- 
mously to  designate  1  Sansome  Street  an  histor- 
ical landmark,"  Commissioner  Susan  Bierman 
told  the  Supervisors.  "The  City's  architectural 
inventory  gives  it  the  highest  possible  rating  for 
its  good  visual  presentation  of  an  older  major 
bank  building. 

"That  there  are  very  few  of  these  buildings 
left  in  San  Francisco  and  that  they  are  unique  to 
the  western  United  States  strongly  influenced 
our  recommendation,"  she  said. 

G.  Bland  Piatt  of  the  Landmarks  Preserva- 
tion Advisory  Board  also  testified  in  support  of 
designation,  saying  that  in  a  survey  sponsored  by 
the  Junior  League  in  the  Sixties,  six  of  seven 
architectural  historians  considered  the  building 
to  be  "architecturally  outstanding." 

"The  seventh  thought  it  had  no  merit  what- 
ever," she  noted  dryly,  "but  then  he  didn't 
think  any  building  in  the  City  of  San  Francisco 
had  any  merit  whatever." 

4     .  District  9  Supervisor  Lee  Dolson  led  the 
successful  opposition  in  length  and  acerbity 
of  remarks. 

"If  I  know  architectural  historians,  they're 
just  like  any  other  historians,"  said  Dolson,  a 
history  instructor  at  City  College.  "They  will 
bend  over  backwards  to  find  something  histor- 
ical if  you  ask  them  to. 

"If  we  give  this  building  the  status  of  his- 
torical landmark,  it  makes  development  vir- 
tually impossible,"  he  said,  referring  to  the 
Planning  Commission's  power  to  delay  demoli- 
tion permits. 

District  2  Supervisor  Louise  Renne  was  the 
lone  Board  member  to  speak  for  designation, 
arguing  that  "we  may  as  well  scrap  the  historical 
landmarks  article  in  the  planning  code  if  we 
can't  accept  the  overwhelming  weight  of  pro- 
fessional opinion. 

"We  can't  make  a  determination  regard- 
ing jobs  or  the  economic  feasibility  of  develop- 
ment at  this  point,"  she  said,  referring  to  devel- 
oper J.P.  Mahoney's  projection  of  2,900  jobs 
the  highrise  may  provide. 


Dolson  noted  that  Mahoney  had  agreed 
to  incorporate  elements  of  the  present  facade  in 
the  highrise. 

A  Planning  Commission  spokeswoman  later 
told  the  Perspective  that  the  agreement  with 
Mahoney  was  "informal"  and  that  the  extent 
of  his  commitment  would  "only  be  a  matter  of 
conjecture  on  our  part." 

District  8  Supervisor  Don  Horanzy  ob- 
jected that  some  of  the  one-time  "bank-temples" 
are  now  retail  discount  stores  selling  cheap 
wares.  He  added  that  he  prefers  to  see  another 
office  building  in  the  financial  district. 

District  10  Supervisor  Quentin  Kopp  said 
that  an  affirmative  vote  would  amount  to 
'overt  pressure  to  force  the  developer  to  spend 
money  in  a  way  he  considers  uneconomical." 

Also  voting  against  landmark  designation 
were  Ella  Hill  Hutch  (District  4)  who  spoke  of 
the  economic  benefits  of  development,  and 
Gordon  Lau  (District  1 ).  Joining  Renne  in  favor 
of  preservation  were  Harry  Britt  (District  5), 
John  Molinari  (District  3)  and  Carol  Ruth  Sil- 
ver (District  6).# 


Broom  Brigade 
Battles  Invaders 


People  for  Preservation  of  the  Natural  and 
Wild  in  Bay  Area  Open  Space  (PFPNW)  is  work- 
ing along  O'Shaughnessy  Boulevard,  attempting 
to  stop  the  spread  of  French-Spanish  Broom,  an 
invasive  plant  species. 

Leonore  Bravo,  President  of  PFPNW  and 
organizer  of  the  effort,  said  that  the  Glen  Can- 
yon area  once  abounded  in  California  poppies, 
lupines,  irises,  and  other  native  annuals  which 
are  now  threatened  with  extinction  by  prolif- 
erating non-natives-broom,  eucalyptus,  and 
pampas  grasS. 

Broom  was  brought  to  the  U.S.  from  the 
Mediterranean  about  30  to  40  years  ago  for  use 
in  landscaping.  Bravo  said,  but  now  it  dominates 
native  flora  in  the  competition  for  what  is  left 
of  wild  plant  habitat. 

The  broom  is  a  dark  green  bush  with  small 
yellow  flowers  and  leafy  branches  that  fan  out. 
It  represents  the  greatest  danger  of  the  three 
because  it  spreads  quickly  and  grows  exceeding- 
ly well  in  the  red  rock  and  clay  soil  in  this  area. 

The  task  is  a  large  one,  she  said,  because 
the  canyon  area  is  three  miles  in  circumference. 

Working  with  the  PFPNW  are  members  of 
the  Urban  Pioneers,  a  high-school  environmental 
program,  and  the  6th  grade  class  from  Kittredge 
School. 


"The  only  way  we  are  going  to  eradicate 
broom  and  restore  the  native  flora  is  to  teach 
everyone  about  the  problem  and  to  make  every 
citizen  a  committee  of  one  to  give  a  few  hours 
each  month  pulling  these  plants,"  Bravo  said. 

The  PFPNW  invites  Glen  Park  residents 
to  participate  in  a  "broom-pulling  day"  to  be 
scheduled  in  June.# 


EIR  Still  Not  Completed 

'Center'  Project 
Bogged  Down 


Progress  toward  construction  of  the  "Glen 
Park  Center,"  a  commercial/residential  develop- 
ment proposed  by  Glen  Park  realtor  Bernard  P. 
Kelly,  apparently  has  come  to  a  halt. 

The  environmental  impact  report  (EIR) 
which  must  be  drafted  by  City  planners  and 
reviewed  by  neighborhood  residents  cannot  be 
completed  with  the  data  provided  by  Earth 
Metrics,  a  Burlingame  environmental  analysis 
company  contracted  by  Kelly. 

"We  wanted  to  have  a  cleaner  draft,  but 
there  are  too  many  mistakes  in  the  data  we've 
been  given,"  said  Gordon  Choy  of  the  City's 
Office  of  Environmental  Review.  "It's  back  in 
Earth  Metrics'  hands." 

An  Earth  Metrics  spokesman  said  that  the 
technical  information  had  been  submitted  to  the 
City  and  that  the  EIR  draft  at  this  point  would 
have  to  come  from  that  data. 

Asked  whether  Earth  Metrics  is  still  work- 
ing on  the  project,  Kelly  replied,  "There's  some 
research  still  going  on,  and  we're  waiting  to  hear 
from  the  work  being  done  in  other  areas." 

Legal  activity  which  stems  from  comments 
made  at  a  public  hearing  before  the  Planning 
Commission  two  years  ago  is  moving  slowly. 
Kelly  has  filed  a  demurrer  in  response  to  a  suit 
brought  against  him  in  February  by  the  five 
1977  officers  and  one  member  of  the  Glen  Park 
Association  charging  malicious  prosecution  and 
abuse  of  process,  according  to  the  plaintiffs' 
attorney ,  William  Lundy. 

On  April  27th  a  hearing  will  be  held  to  test 
the  legal  sufficiency  of  the  complaint. 

The  plaintiffs  are  Joy  Walsh,  Michael 
Isaacs,  Rosalie  Blazej,  Laura  Goderez,  Henry 
Guttmann,  and  Ruth  Gravanis.  They  contend 
that  an  earlier  suit  for  slander  filed  against  them 
by  Kelly,  which  was  dismissed  by  the  judge  as 
lacking  sufficient  merit  to  warrant  a  trial,  was 
filed  without  probable  cause  and  was  intended 
to  stifle  comment  on  the  proposed  development. 

The  Glen  Park  Association,  also  a  defen- 
dant in  the  slander  suit,  is  not  part  of  the 
current  action. 

Walsh  and  the  other  plaintiffs  are  asking 
for  damages  to  cover  the  legal  costs  incurred  as 
a  result  of  Kelly's  suit,  for  general  damages,  and 
for  punitive  damages  to  be  determined  by  the 
Court.  • 
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2nd  Anniversary  Celebration 


Present  This  Coupon  for  Free  Gift 
Offer  Good  Through  May  15 


Name 


HUG 


3264  Mission  Street  at  29th 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
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NEWS 
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Perspective  volunteers  at  work.  To  join  this  motley  crew,  call  585-7436. 

A  Year  of  Perspective 


Elizabeth  Bryant 


Happy  Anniversary  to  the  Glen  Park 
Perspective.  In  May  of  1978  the  Glen  Park 
Newsletter  took  on  a  new  look  and  began  its 
evolution  into  a  full-fledged  newspaper.  With 
no  resources  but  its  unreasonably  low  ad  rev- 
enue, the  willingness  of  volunteers,  and  a  per- 
sonal loan,  the  Perspective  has  become  a  pub- 
lication of  city-wide  fame. 

As  with  most  volunteer  projects,  when 
too  much  work  falls  on  too  few  people  the 
danger  of  burnout  is  ever  present.  All  of  the 
Perspective's  volunteers  lead  busy  lives  that 
include  going  to  school,  earning  their  livings, 
raising  families,  and  keeping  an  eye  on  the 
neighborhood.  They  are  happy  to  contribute 
many  hours  per  month  to  be  part  of  an  ar- 
tistic, educational,  and  community-serving 
endeavor.  They  enjoy  the  company  of  their 
co-workers  and  the  excitement  of  deadlines 
and  a  special  satisfaction  in  the  finished  prod- 
uct. But  these  unpaid  and  mostly  untrained 
journalists  need  to  share  the  agony  and  ec- 
stasy with  more  members  of  the  community. 

There  are  many  tasks  to  be  done,  cov- 
ering a  whole  range  of  skills  and  time  commit- 
ments. There  is  work  to  be  done  alone  in  one's 
house  or  with  a  fun  bunch  of  neighbors.  Here 
are  a  few  of  the  jobs  that  need  doing: 

Typing-compiling  the  Classified  Ads 
and/or  Calendar  listings  using  a  consistent 
style.  2-3  hours  per  month. 

Copy-editing  and  proofreading-Some  ex- 
perience necessary.  2-5  hours  per  month. 

Serving  on  Editorial  Team -Meet  3  times 
per  month  to  assign  stories  to  writers  and 
prioritize  material  received. 


Laying  out  and  pasting  up-If  you  know 
how  to  use  a  T-square,  volunteers  can  teach 
you  how  to  do  pasteup. 

Coordinating  volunteers-telephone  work. 

Writing,  especially  reporting. 

Selling  ads— Seek  new  advertisers  and 
serve  present  ones.  Check  up  on  past  due  ac- 
counts. 

Distributing-both  door-to-door  and  to 
stores  and  distribution  boxes. 

Those  who  have  a  few  spare  moments  and 
would  like  to  make  sure  that  the  Perspective 
does  not  fold  can  call  Laura  at  585-7436  or  drop 
a  line  to  the  Perspective,  P.O.  Box  31337,  San 
Francisco  94131  .• 


We  Need  An  Office! 

The  Glen  Park  Perspective  needs  a  home. 
It  needs  a  secure  place  where  equipment  can 
be  stored  all  month  and  where  meetings  can 
be  held.  There  must  be  adequate  light  and 
enough  room  for  the  monthly  three-day 
pasteup  sessions.  Volunteers  must  be  able  to 
come  and  go  without  disturbing  any  perma- 
nent occupants.  Charts  and  checklists  want 
to  hang  on  the  walls,  and  pigeon  holes  will 
ease  the  flow  of  manuscripts  from  writer  to 
editor  to  type  spec-er  to  typesetter  to  proof- 
reader to  layout  people. 

The  paper  has  outgrown  the  dining  room 
it  now  occupies.  Unfortunately,  at  this  time 
the  Perspective  could  not  pay  more  than  $50 
per  month  in  rent.  Anyone  with  any  leads  re- 
garding a  potential  office  is  asked  to  call  Jim 
at  585-5304. 


Colgate  Steps  Down 

After  three  months.  Glen  Park  Association 
President  Kevin  Colgate  has  announced  that  he 
will  be  stepping  down  from  office.  At  the  March 
Board  of  Directors  meeting  Kevin  explained  that 
changes  in  his  business  obligations-he  has  re- 
cently become  president  of  his  company  - 
left  him  with  insufficient  time  to  carry  out  his 
duties  as  GPA  President.  Vice  President  Dale 
Freeman  will  act  as  interim  president. 


Mini-Minutes 

Board  of  Directors 

The  Glen  Park  Association  Board  of  Directors 
met  on  Monday,  March  26,  at  the  home  of 
Laura  Goderez. 

The  Board  voted  to: 

-  write  a  letter  to  Curtis  Green  supporting 
the  following  aspects  of  Muni's  5-Year  Plan: 

-  J-Line  Extension 

-  rerouting  the  10  Monterey 

-  not  extending  the  35  Eureka  through 
Glen  Park; 

-  try  to  transfer  land  along  O'Shaughnessey 
Blvd.  which  belongs  to  Hetch-Hetchy  and 
D.P.W.  to  the  Recreation  and  Park  Dept.; 

-  rejoin  the  Coalition  for  San  Francisco 
Neighborhoods; 

-  contribute  $25.00  to  San  Franciscans  for 
Governmental  Change  to  assist  in  its  pub- 
lications, but  wait  to  join; 

-  insist  on  better  lighting  in  Glen  Park,  near 
the  tennis  courts  and  the  Recreation  Center, 
especially  for  night  meetings; 

-  ask  General  Membership  at  next  meeting  tti 
make  Fund  Raising  a  standing  committee; 

-  have  a  GPA  booth  at  the  Pickle  Family 
Circus'  performances  May  5  &  6. 

Gail  McCollom, 
Recording  Secretary 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

MECHANICAL  STREET  SWEEPING  has  been 
instituted  in  several  neighborhoods  throughout 
the  City,  and  the  Department  of  Public  Works 
would  like  to  see  Glen  Park  included  in  the  pro- 
gram. On  Wednesday,  May  2nd,  representatives 
of  DPW  will  meet  with  Glen  Park  and  Bemal 
Heights  residents  to  explain  the  proposal  and 
listen  to  comments.  The  public  hearing  will  be 
held  at  7:30  p.m.  at  the  Glen  Park  Recreation 
Center,  Elk  Street  near  Chenery. 


Continental 
Savings  jf  Loan 
Association 

2109  Market  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 
(415)861-1515 


COMMUNITY  LENDING  POLICY 

Continental  Savings  and  Loan  Association  was  founded  in  order  to 
serve  the  financial  needs  of  the  people  who  live  and  work  in  areas  inadequately 
served  by  financial  institutions.  We  go  where  we  are  needed. 

We  believe  that  financial  institutions  should  serve  the  needs  of  everyone 
regardless  of  race,  ethnic  group,  mantal  status,  age.  religion,  lifestyle,  or  financial 
condition. 

An  active  inner  city  lender  in  the  Upper  Market  District  of  San  Francis- 
co since  1977.  Continental  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  progressive  financial 
institutions  in  the  state  of  California  and  we  are  ready  to  discuss  housing  finance 
needs  with  any  group  or  individual. 

We  loan  the  majority  of  our  deposits  back  into  the  community  from 
which  they  come.  As  of  July  I.  Continental  Savings  and  Loan  will  be  serving  the 
Glen  Park/Sunnyside  area  from  temporary  quarters  at  the  northeast  comer  of  Dia- 
mond and  Bosworth  Streets. 


OPENING  JULY  1  in  GLEN  PARK 
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Troop  114  -  The  Troop  recently  lost  its 
Scoutmaster  and  has  had  to  suspend  meetings 
until  another  can  be  found.  In  the  meantime,  the 
Scouts  are  holding  informal  meetings  for  the 
purposes  of  maintaining  contacts  and  continu- 
ing to  work  on  advancements.  Advancements 
earned  during  March  were  merit  badges  by 
Mike  Zambrano  and  skill  awards  by  Michel  Erd- 
mann,  Richard  San  Jose,  Ted  Harper,  and 
Dan  Anoran.  Scouts  Eddie  Esparza  and  Dan 
Anoran  were  recently  confined  to  the  hospital, 
but  both  are  now  out  and  feeling  much  better. 

Pack  114  -  The  April  theme  is  "Energy 
Savers."  The  Dens  will  be  making  posters  which 
they  hope  will  be  displayed  by  Glen  Park  mer- 
chants. On  May  1  2th,  the  annual  Scout-O-Rama 
will  be  held,  and  the  Cubs  will  be  selling  tickets. 
By  buying  one  you  will  help  the  Scouting 
program  both  at  the  council  and  neighborhood 
level.  The  Pack  meeting  will  be  on  Thursday, 
April  19th,  and  the  District  Pinewood  Derby 
is  on  April  28th.  Everyone  will  be  cheering  for 
Pack  114's  entrants  Eric  Fazio,  Smith  Padilla, 
Steve  Johnson,  Chris  Lynch,  and  Nathanial 
Stookey.  • 


Dist.  9  CC 

Charter  Members 
At  District  9  Meeting 

Four  members  of  the  San  Francisco  Char- 
ter Commission  were  guest  speakers  at  the 
March  meeting  of  the  District  Nine  Community 
Council.  The  Commissioners  shared  information 
about  their  backgrounds,  outlined  the  task 
ahead  of  them,  and  told  how  San  Francisco 
citizens,  working  through  groups  such  as  the 
District  Nine  Council,  can  participate  in  the 
revision  process. 

Pat  Jackson,  Training  Director  for  the 
Service  Employees  International  Union  (SEIU) 
which  represents  most  City  employees,  stressed 
the  need  for  an  accountable  and  well-run  ad- 
ministration. She  announced  that  the  Commis- 
sion would  probably  receive  a  budget  of 
$175,000. 

James  Haas,  the  only  current  resident  of 
District  Nine  serving  on  the  Commission,  ex- 
pressed concern  with  our  overly  expensive 
delivery  of  services.  He  pointed  out  that  our 
Charter  was  written  in  a  day  when  there  was 
much  corruption  and  he  implied  that  the  ex- 


cessive checks  and  balances  we  have  lead  to  in- 
efficiency and  high  administrative  costs. 

Former  Police  Chief  Tom  Cahill,  who 
spent  28  years  with  the  San  Francisco  Police 
Department,  said,  "I  would  be  opposed  to 
throwing  the  whole  thing  out  the  window," 
but  he  acknowledged  that  our  present  Charter 
has  its  flaws.  Concerning  the  upcoming  public 
hearings,  Cahill  said  that  since  the  Commission 
cannot  hear  every  individual  he  hoped  ideas 
would  be  hammered  out  in  groups  and  that  the 
groups  would  send  representatives  to  the  hear- 
ings. 

Wilson  Chang,  who  serves  as  the  Commis- 
sion's chair  told  the  Council  delegates  that 
information  about  Charter  Commission  meet- 
ings can  be  obtained  from  the  Mayor's  Citizens 
Assistance  Office  (558-2666)  and  from  the 
Center  for  Collaborative  Problem  Solving 
(552-7920). 

The  Commissioners  answered  questions 
from  the  group,  after  which  Supervisor  Lee 
Dolson  shared  various  observations  and  re- 
sponded to  questions. 

During  the  business  portion  of  the  meet- 
ing, chaired  by  Norma  Ravetti  of  the  Sherwood 
Forest  Homeowners  Association,  the  Council 
voted  to  establish  its  own  Charter  Committee 
to  monitor  the  activities  of  the  Commission,  to 
keep  the  member  organizations  informed,  and 
to  make  recommendations  to  the  Council. 
Rosalind  Wolf  volunteered  to  convene  the  new 
committee,  and  all  District  Nine  residents  and 
merchants  who  would  like  to  participate  are 
urged  to  call  her  at  648-7 1 22. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Council  will  be 
hosted  by  the  Sunnyside  Neighborhood  Asso- 
ciation. Guests  will  include  a  panel  of  local 
realtors  who  will  answer  questions  on  housing- 
owning  and  renting-and  on  factors  that  affect 
the  housing  market  such  as  zoning,  speculation, 
rent  stabilization,  and  more.  The  meeting  will 
be  held  at  St.  Finn  Ban's  Church,  bdna  and 
Hearst  Streets,  on  Thursday,  April  26th  at  8  p.m.i 

Muni  Continued  from  page  4 

Glen  Park  residents,  significant  changes  were 
made  which  reflect  the  major  neighborhood 
concerns-improving  crosstown  transportation 
and  removing  large,  noisy  buses  from  narrow, 
hilly  streets. 

PUC  Commissioners  praised  MUNI's  effort 
for  having  the  most  extensive  public  participa- 
tion of  any  planning  process  yet  done  by  a  City 
agency. 

Further  revisions  in  MUNI  service  through 
Glen  Park  will  pivot  on  the  completion  of  the 
MUNI  Metro  subway  system  under  Market 
Street  and  the  extension  of  the  J-CHURCH 
streetcar  line  to  the  Balboa  Park  BART  station 
via  San  Jose  Avenue. 

Maps  and  further  information  can  be  ob- 
tained from  the  MUNI  planning  division, 
558-5284.  • 


Landlord  Problems? 

Glen  Park  residents-are  you  displeased 
with  your  landlord's  maintenance  and  repair 
record?  Article  planned  ...  let  us  know.  Write 
to  the  Glen  Park  Perspective ,  P.O.  Box  3 1337, 
San  Francisco,  California  94131 . 


Recreation  Activities 

ONGOING  ACTIVITIES  AT  THE  GLEN  PARK 
RECREATION  CENTER 

For  children: 

Tennis  class  .Mondays,  3:30  to  5  p.m. 

Arts  &  Crafts  Tuesdays,  3:30  to  5  p.m. 

Tiny  Tots  Wednesdays,  10  to  1 1 :30  a.m. 

Trampoline  classes.  .Wednesdays,  4  to  6  p.m. 
Music- Recorder  .  .  .Fridays,  3:30  to  4:15  p.m. 
Toy  band  & 

Singing  Fridays,  4:15  to  5  p.m. 

For  adults: 
Tennis 

Beginners  Wednesdays,  10  to  12 

Adv.  Beginners  .  .  .  .Thursdays,  10  to  12 
Intermediates  Fridays,  10  to  12 

Volleyball  Tuesdays,  9:30  to  1 1 :30  a.m. 

Fridays,  8  to  9:30  p.m. 

Dressmaking  &  Tailoring  and  Bowling  will  be  offered 
this  summer.  Sign  up  with  the  directors. 


GPA  MEMBERSHIP 


Dear  Perspective  People, 

I've  lived  in  Glen  Park  for  20  years.  Pm 
delighted  with  the  paper  and  your  efforts 
for  the  community.  I  want  to  join  the  GPA 
and  be  part  of  an  organization  that  cares. 

Fondly, 
Maggi  Rubenstein 
Stillings  Avenue 

EUlen  Park  Association  is  a  neighborhood-serving 
iLzauon  entirely  dependent  on  the  participation  of 
volunteers  and  the  contributions  of  supporters.  Minimum 
dues  are  $2  per  person,  with  larger  contributions 
welcome.  Mail  your  check  to  P.O.  Box  3 1 337.  S.F.  94 1 3 1 . 
Thank  you. 
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"Friendly  Folks" 


Select  Wines 
&  Spirits 


Gourmet 
Produce 
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TOWER 
MARKET 

635  Portola  Dr.  at  O'Shaughnessy 
San  Francisco  94127 


Quality  Meats 

(Butchers  to  Serve  You) 


>  Deli  Delights 

Natural  &  Imported  Cheeses 
Fancy  Meats,  Sausages 
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A  WARM  COFFEEHOUSE 


HIGHER  GROUNDS 

Third  Anniversary  Party 

c  )pen  I  louse  t  n  >m  s  pm 
Saturday  Ma\  19 

691  Chenerv  at  Diamond 

Phone:  KIT  \  1 1  A  nN7-2NVi 
7  am- 10  pm,  Sal  H  am-h  pm 
Sun  10  am-1'  pm 

Glen  Park's  meeting  Grounds 


PLAY  THE 


The  Pickle  Sisters.  Sally  and  Peggy,  and  Lorenzo  Pickle  are  "heads  up  "jugglers.  There 's  a  dozen  in  the  Pickle  Family 
Circus. 


by  Raymond  M.  Cushing 

When  is  a  Pickle  not  just  a  pickle? 

And  when  is  a  circus  not  just  an  over- 
priced sequined  spectacle? 

The  answer,  friends  and  neighbors,  is  when 
it's  the  Pickle  Family  Circus,  as  exuberant  and 
entertaining  a  collection  of  clowns,  tumblers, 
tunesmiths  and  tightrope  artists  as  ever  alche- 
mized an  empty  lot  into  a  mirthful  and  magical 
place  for  an  afternoon. 

"The  Pickle,"  as  the  San  Francisco-based 
ensemble  of  about  20  is  collectively  known, 
has  forged  a  professional  reputation  from  Pasa- 
dena to  Seattle  in  well  over  150  shows  since 
its  start  in  1974.  Local  performances  have  been 
infrequent  for  the  touring  company.  But  the 
Pickle  has  a  soft  spot  for  Glen  Park,  where 
four  performances  of  the  circus'  1979  produc- 


tion are  scheduled  for  May  4  and  5,  sponsored 
by  the  San  Francisco  Council  of  Parent  Partic- 
ipation Nursery  Schools. 

"We  had  our  best  San  Francisco  weekend 
ever  in  Glen  Park  last  year,"  explained  Pickle 
publicist  Terry  Lorant.  "We  hope  to  do  even 
better  this  year,"  she  said. 

"Better"  would  mean  upwards  of  the 
2,200  drawn  last  year  crowding  the  bleachers 
around  the  Pickle's  one-ring  portable  perfor- 
mance space,  as  well  as  the  midway  that  will 
be  set  up  and  run  by  members  of  the  Council 
of  Nursery  Schools. 

The  sponsoring  organization  stands  to 
make  some  money  from  the  weekend  event,  but 
not  without  doing  its  share  of  the  work.  Accord- 
ing to  Debbie  Barile,  president  of  the  Council, 
at  least  35  booths  will  line  the  Midway,  with 
offerings  of  games,  face-painting,  and  the  full 
range  of  hot  dogs,  burritos,  barbecue  and  other 
fun  foods. 

The  midway  will  open  at  1 1  a.m.  Saturday 


and  Sunday,  an  hour  before  the  first  show  each 
day.  Each  show  runs  about  90  minutes. 

Although  most  performers  in  the  Pickle 
Family  organization  are  professionally  seasoned 
circus  artists,  the  group  has  chosen  a  unique, 
community-oriented  way  of  promoting  and 
financing  its  seasonal  tours.  The  Circus  is  a  non- 
profit theater  company  enjoying  grant  support 
from  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts, 
the  San  Francisco  Hotel  Tax  Fund,  California 
Arts  Council,  CETA,  the  San  Francisco  Art 
Commission,  Gerbode  Foundation  and  V 
Zellerbach  Family  Fund.  ("We  are  grate  tur  Tor 
all  of  it,"  said  publicist  Lorant.) 

But  a  large  portion  of  its  budget  comes 
in  through  joint  Pickle-community  efforts. 

Lorant  explained:  "There  are  no  highly 
paid  slick  promoters  on  this  show.  Weekends 
of  performances  are  sponsored  by  local  service 
organizations  ...  We  do  it  this  way  because  the 
relationships  that  develop  with  the  people  who 
bring  us  there  are  very  personal  and  rewarding." 


Peter  L.  Smith 

an  affordable  attorney 

General  Practice  including: 

•  Dissolution  of  Marriages 

•  Landlord/Tenant  Law 

•  Personal  Injury 

•  Workers  Compensation 

•  Wills 

"Se  Hahla  Espanol" 

14  Precita  at  Mission  (415)  647-1202 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 


"  SF  Council 
of  Nursery  School  Co-ops 


MAY  5  &  6 
GLEN  PARK 


Showtimes  are  at  noon  &  3  pm,  Saturday  and  Sunday 
Friday  shows  are  at  2:30  in  Berkeley  and  3:30  in  Palo 
Alto  Alamo  Square  1  &  4  pm 

Tickets  for  the  Glen  Park  show  are  available  at  Higher 
Grounds  Coffee  House  in  "Downtown  Glen  Park."  For 
tickets  and  information  call:  563-2097  or  387-3197. 
Adults:  $2.50  advance.  $3  00  door;  Kids  under  12  and 
Seniors  over  60:  $1.00  advance,  $1  50  door 


DIAMOND  HEIGHTS 
TRAVEL 


AIRLINE  TICKETS  ANYWHERE 

Diamond  Heights  Shopping  Center 
San  Francisco.  Ca  94131    •  (415)824  4400 


Spring  Schedule  1979 

"Sponsors  for  the  weekend  of  shows. 
May  11,  12  &  13 

Berkeley  -  Ho  Chi  Minh/Willard  Park 
••Bananas  Childcare  Referral  Service 

May  19  &  20 

Ukiah  -  Municipal  Park 

••Ukiah  Valley  Child  Development  Center 

May  26  &  27 

Nei>ada  City  -  Pioneer  Park 
••Children's  Theater  of  Nevada  City 

June  1,  2  &  3 

Palo  Alto  -  Stanford  Playing  Fields 
"Children's  Center  of  Stanford 

June  16  &  17 

Sacramento  -  William  Land  Park 
••Camellia  City  Senior  Center 

June  23  &  24 

San  Francisco  -  Alamo  Square 
••Juneteenth  Committee 

June  30  -  July  4 

San  Francisco  -  Ft.  Mason 

**GGNRA  and  the  Ft.  Mason  Foundation 
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M.  Kathryn  Aldridge 

2975  Treat  Blvd..  Suite  A-1 
Concord,  CA  94518 
Telephone  (415)  798-1720 
Glen  Park  824-4924 


Agent 

SUN  LIFE  OF  CANADA 

Registered  Representative 
SUNCAN  EQUITY 
SERVICES  COMPANY 

Mutual  Funds/Variable  Annuities 
Wellesley  Hills,  Mass  02181 


"Grin  and  Bear  It" 


THE  JAMES  CO 

1364  Church  nr.  Clipper 
282-6340 


Handmade  Stuffed 
Bears  and 
Other  critters 


CUSTOM: 

•  Stuffed  Toys 

•  Banners 
Flags 

•  Window  Displays 


We  lease  4  ft.  stuffed 
bears  for  any  occasion 
Bear  costumes 


But  make  no  mistake,  even  though  the 
ticket  price  is  a  fraction  of  what  one  would  pay 
for  a  balcony  seat  at  a  "big  name"  circus,  a 
sampling  of  the  Pickle  personnel's  entertainment 
credentials  speaks  for  itself: 

-  Larry  Pisoni,  founder  of  the  Pickle 
Family  Circus,  trained  at  the  Circo  dell'Arte 
and  Circus  Arts  Institute  and  spent  three  years 
with  the  San  Francisco  Mime  Troupe. 

Geoff  Hoyle  (aka  Mr.  Sniff)  trained 
in  mime  for  two  years  with  Etienne  Decroux 
in  Paris  and  spent  three  years  performing  with 
Inter-Action,  London-based  community  arts 
organization. 

-  Peggy  Snider,  technical  director,  appren- 
ticed with  Jo  Mielziner  on  Broadway  in  New 
York,  and  served  as  designer  in  residence  for  the 
San  Francisco  Mime  Troupe  for  five  years. 

-  Phil  Marsh,  musical  director,  formerly 
toured  with  Country  Joe  and  the  Fish,  the 
East  Bay  Sharks  and  two  other  groups,  ''Energy 
Crisis"  and  "Cleanliness  and  Godliness." 

If  nothing  else,  a  trip  to  the  Pickle  Family 
Circus  is  worthwhile  just  to  hear  the  Pickle 
Family  Circus  Band,  a  six-piece  jazz-rock  group 
complete  with  horns,  whose  original  sounds 
swing  on  their  own  merit  while  punctuating  the 
antics  and  acrobatics  going  on  in  the  ring. 

Another  distinctive  feature  of  the  Pickle 
show  is  that  audience  members,  especially  chil- 
dren, are  encouraged  to  sit  as  close  as  they  want 
to  the  ring,  a  departure  from  the  "Big  Top" 
conception,  where  spectators  must  keep  their 
distance  from  the  stars  and  caged  animals. 

The  Pickle  Family  also  encourages  adults 
and  youngsters  to  participate  in  circus  skills 
workshops  which  are  conducted  before  show- 
time. 

"We  don't  expect  the  kids  to  learn  how  to 
do  all  the  tricks  at  the  workshops,"  Lorant  ex- 
plained. "We  just  give  them  a  chance  to  try." 


The  president  of  the  San  Francisco  Coun- 
cil of  Parent  Participation  Nursery  Schools  said 
that  all  the  parents  who  were  involved  in  last 
year's  Pickle-Council  collaboration  in  Glen  Park 
are  looking  forward  to  even  greater  success  the 
second  time  around. 

"A  lot  of  people  feel  they  learned  a  lot  and 
will  do  an  even  better  job  this  year,"  Barile  said. 

The  Council  comprises  14  cooperative 
preschools  located  throughout  the  City,  and  for 
many,  the  May  5  &  6  extravaganza  will  be  the 
major  fund-raiser  of  the  year. 

How  do  the  sponsors,  who  hail  from  all 
parts  of  the  City,  feel  about  holding  the  event  in 
Glen  Park? 

"When  it  came  time  to  decide  where  to 
have  it,  there  was  no  question,  no  one  even  sug- 
gested any  place  else,"  Barile  said.  "What's 
nice  about  Glen  Park  is  that  you're  still  in  the 
City,  but  somehow  it's  like  being  out  in  the 
country,  especially  with  all  the  trees  in  the 
Park.  The  people  involved  think  a  lot  of  Glen 
Park."* 


Painted  faces  but  the  smiles  are  real. 


Entering  on  cue  is  Mr.  Sniff,  up  to  some  laughable  no-good. 
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f  Your  entire  family  will  enjoy  dining  at 


J  Italian  Restaurant  & 

|  I 

J  757  Monterey  ? 

I  near  Ridgewood  | 
|  Pizzas  Delivered  586-1075  j 

^  Open  7  days  a  week  until  midnight  9 
eN^SiuC^  <*$S)«(2)p9  cM2)w<2^  <*i£)M($y*  cHS)m<2r>  <*iS)H<§y> 


Specializing  in  Glen  Park 
and  Noe  Valley  Properties 


b  j  droit  hi 

Rpal  Est  ate 

(415)   H2I-IKB  i 

.7/.9.1  4  antra  Strwt 
San  FranriM**Oi  California  Hill  I 


4193  247H  STREET 
.AN  FRANCISCO  94114 
282-7144 


BOOKS  MAGAZINES  NEWSPAPERS  CHIIDRENS  BOOKS  POSTERS  MAPS  ETC 

OPEN  10  T0 10  EVERY  DAY 


MAY 

SPECIAL! 

(Just  Mention  This  Ad) 
TUNE-UP  •••••< 
$8.00 

RENT  BEFORE  NOON 
$1.25/HR. 


PACIFIC 
OCEAN 


sales 


rentals 
raleigh 


repairs 


bixe 


siop 

665-3092 
4621  Lincoln  Way 


GOLDEN  GATE 
PARK 


LINCOLN 


t-GREAT  HIGHWAY 


near  the  beach  at 
the  uncrowded 
unspoiled  end  of  the  park 


Mission  YMCA 
4080  Mission  (nr  Bosworth) 
586-6900,  8:30  am  -  6  pm 
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Street 
Plans 
For 
People 


Paving  for  pedestrian  paths  should  continue  across  streets.  Why 
should  the  street  pavement  be  more  important?  If  we  are  to  make 
our  cities  more  livable  we  must  bring  a  truer  sense  of  nature  into 
our  cities.  In  this  case,  the  path  leads  through  the  deep  shade  of  a 
forest.  Notice  the  drains.  When  it  rains  the  water  trickles  over 
cobblestones  rather  than  being  channeled  directly  underground 
into  pipes,  creating  a  beautiful  auditory  as  well  as  visual  experience. 

Ecologically  it  is  not  wise  to  plant  an  entire  street  with  the  same 
tree.  Within  a  few  short  years  a  blight  killed  the  American  Elms  in 
entire  sections  of  many  Eastern  cities.  Without  large  mature  trees, 
these  cities  now  look  barren  and  uninviting.  In  this  sketch  the 
street  trees  change  with  the  architecture  and  sidewalk  pavement. 
Each  species  is  pruned  into  different  forms.  This  creates  a  strong 
and  yet  simple  design. 


There  is  no  reason  why  all  front  yards  must 
be  lawn.  Fences  can  be  placed  around  front 
yards,  creating  privacy  and  controlling  the 
views  from  each  window.  In  this  case  the  en- 
trance has  been  designed  with  special  care 
and  brings  a  unique  quality  to  the  street. 


Traditionally,  neighborhood  streets  have 
been  designed  for  automobiles,  not  for  people 
But  latulscape  architect,  Kathryn  Mathewson, 
has  demonstrated  that  streets  can  be  places  for 
people  to  enjoy,  and  she  will  share  her  ideas  at 
the  May  21st  meeting  of  the  Glen  Park  Asso- 
ciation at  7:30  in  the  Glen  Park  Recreation 
Center. 

Mathewson  has  designed  parks  and  play- 
grounds in  Singapore,  New  York,  and  the  Bay 
Area.  She  has  been  a  consultant  to  the  National 
Parks  Department  and  the  Oakland  Housing 
Authority,  and  she  has  developed  and  taught  in 
the  Urban  Landscape  Program  at  City  College 
of  New  York 

The  following  remarks  are  taken  from  an 
article  entitled  "Street  Plans  for  People  "  written 
by  Mathewson  in  1977. 


The  automobile,  "the  great  American 
dream  machine,"  has  come  from  almost  total 
insignificance  in  the  early  1900s  to  an  extra- 
ordinarily dominant  role  in  modern  American 
society.  It's  growth  rate  (7.5  percent)  far 
exceeds  the  population  growth  rate.  One  by- 
product of  this  phenomenon  is  that  most 
modern  cities  now  devote  at  least  half  of  their 
total  land  space  to  the  automobile -for  streets, 
parking  lots,  repair  garages,  service  stations, 
driveways,  and  so  on.  In  some  cities,  such  as 
Los  Angeles,  total  land  space  devoted  to  the 
private  automobile  is  estimated  to  be  as  much  as 
66.6  percent. 

Incredible  as  this  statistic  may  seem  to 
those  of  us  concerned  about  making  our  cities 
more  human  and  livable,  it  is  equally  amazing 
that  alternative  ways  of  designing  and  using 


street  space  are  not  being  examined  by  more 
cities.  City  planners,  planning  commissioners, 
and  professionals  rarely  give  attention  to  the 
design  and  potential  uses  of  street  space.  Street 
design  is  left  to  the  traffic  engineers  and  public 
works  departments.  As  a  result,  our  street  spaces 
are  all  similar.  They  may  be  well  constructed, 
practical,  and  efficient  (for  automobile  pur- 
poses), but  they  are  also  usually  boring,  repeti- 
tious, uninviting,  uncomfortable,  and  even  dan- 
gerous places  for  human  beings.  Their  "practical" 
design  makes  streets  difficult  places  to  walk, 
talk,  play,  socialize,  or  do  anything  other  than 
watch  the  traffic  rush  by. 

Street  space  needs  to  be  considered  more 
organically.  Street  trees,  planting,  pavement, 
and  furniture  can  create  harmonious  colors, 
textures,  and  shapes;  places  where  attention  to 
design  lends  a  unique  character  to  the  street. 
Sidewalks,  generally  uninteresting  concrete 
pedestrian  experiences,  can  be  replaced  by  paths 
which  provide  more  interesting  opportunities 
for  walking— curves,  changes  of  path  texture, 
forest  canopies,  hedges,  colorful  seasonal  plant- 
ing and  other  landscape  treatments. 

Some  streets  can  be  converted  from  traffic 
use  to  mini-parks.  In  the  Claremont-Elmwood 
neighborhood  of  Berkeley,  for  example,  plans 
for  barricaded  intersections  now  free  of  traffic 
include:  a  playground,  a  kiosk  for  neighborhood 
concerts,  plays,  marriages,  and  ceremonies, 
winding  paths  to  include  a  variety  of  spatial 
experiences,  a  mini-forest,  a  wisteria-trellised 
picnic  area  and  path,  and  basketball  and  volley- 
ball courts.  Wherever  possible,  the  plans  call  for 
street  pavement  to  be  removed  and  replaced 
with  grass  or  plants.  Fire-access  roads  will  be 
screened  and  blocked  in  such  a  way  that  only 
emergency  vehicles  will  be  able  to  get  through. 
Efforts  to  create  private  spaces  in  the  front 
yards  of  those  living  at  the  intersections  will 
be  made. 

Now  that  people  can  begin  to  see  what  the 
possibilities  look  like,  there  is  reason  to  believe 
that  adequate  funds  will  be  found  to  support 
such  improvements.  It  is  important  to  consider 
that  these  kinds  of  ideas  can  be  repeated  in 
almost  any  city.  The  environmental  and  socio^ 
logical  impact  of  a  large-scale  program  of  tit? 
kind  could  be  profound  and  could  well  be  an 
important  part  of  any  serious  attempt  to  keep 
our  cities  livable.  • 


Quote  of  the  Month 

We  have  only  two  choices  at  this  point -we 
can  actively  plan  our  urban  environment,  or 
we  can  just  let  it  happen. 

-Paolo  Soleri,  architect 


nT^LEO'S 
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RALPH  LARSON, 

CONSTRUCTION 
all  work  is  guaranteed  by 
a  licensed  construction 
company  (lie.  #343150). 

free  estimates 
by  appointment 
call  333-6594. 


World-Wide  Selection 
of  Imported  Beers 

JUG  WINE  SALE 
(50  oz.  magnum) 
Pedroncelli 
Foppiano 
Parducci 


678  Chenery  Street 
587-2649 

Store  Hours: 
Mon-Thurs  1 1  am- 10  pm 
Fri  &  Sat  10  am-midnight      Sun  10  am- 10  pm 

FREE  DELIVERY  ($10  min.) 
Delivery  Hours: 

Mon-Thurs  6-9    Fn  &  Sat  6-1 1     Sunday  430-9 


Are  you  having  trouble 
color-coordinating 
your  home? 


Match  color  choice  with  your  own  color  pro- 
file by  using  our  unique  COLOR  KEY* 
system.  Come  in  and  find  out  if  you  are  a 
COLOR  KEY  1®  (of  pure  tones)  or  a  COLOR 
KEY  2®  (of  earth  tones)  person  and  key 
decorating  to  your  personality. 


Painters'  co-op 

45-29th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
826-1830 
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One  Man's  Testimony 

On  Municipal  Ownership 
Of  Our  Own  Electricity 


by  Ellis  Gans 

Supervisor  Carol  Ruth  Silver  has  proposed  a 
study  of  the  feasibility  of  transferring  the  own- 
ership of  our  electrical  system  from  the  Pacific 
Gas  and  Electric  Company  to  the  City  of  San 
Francisco.  Such  a  transfer  would  bring  the  City 
into  compliance  with  the  Raker  Act,  passed  by 
Congress  in  1922.  Glen  Park  resident  Ellis  Gans 
appeared  before  the  Supervisors  Governmental 
Services  Committee  on  March  IS  to  urge  the 
approval  of  (he  feasibility  study.  Here  are  some 
excerpts  from  his  testimony. 

The  City  of  San  Francisco  has  been  unusu- 
ally loyal  to  the  corrupt  deal  which  turned  over 
the  City's  public  power  to  PG  &  E  in  1922.  For 
over  60  years  San  Francisco  has  violated  the 
Raker  Act-it  is  a  municipal  scandal  whose  cor- 
rupting influence  continues  to  this  day.  The 
cloud  it  casts  on  the  integrity  of  this  Board  of 
Supervisors  will  not  go  away  until  the  law  is 
obeyed.  Supervisor  Carol  Silver  is  to  be  highly 
commended  for  bringing  this  subject  to  the 
public's  attention. 

The  1913  Congress  which  passed  the  Raker  Act  was 
well  aware  of  the  bribery,  perjury,  and  other  evils  that 
private  utilities  exercised  on  local  government.  To  save 
San  Francisco  from  such  corrupting  influence,  Section 
6  of  the  Raker  Act  reads: 

That  the  grantee  (San  Francisco)  is  prohibited 
from  ever  selling  or  letting  to  any  corporation 
or  individual,  except  a  municipality  or  a  muni- 
cipal water  district  or  irrigation  district,  the  right 
to  sell  or  sublet  the  water  or  the  electrical  energy 
sold  or  given  to  it  or  him  by  the  said  grantee; 
Provided,  That  the  rights  hereby  granted  shall 
not  be  sold,  assigned,  or  transferred  to  any 
private  person,  corporation,  or  association,  and 
in  case  of  any  attempt  to  sell,  assign,  transfer  or 
convey,  this  grant  shall  revert  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States. 

This  language  is  so  clear  and  unambiguous  that 
even  lawyers  should  not  be  able  to  distort  or  evade  its 
meaning. 

It  has  been  reported  that  San  Francisco  by  operating 
its  own  electricity  distribution  system  could  earn  some 
$22  million  a  year,  over  three  times  what  PG  &  E  pays 
in  taxes,  at  rates  no  higher  than  present.  In  the  wake 
of  Prop.  1 3  the  City  certainly  needs  this  revenue.  This 
Board  of  Supervisors  has  an  opportunity  to  do  justice 
and  make  a  substantial  addition  to  the  City's  revenue. 

The  excuses  now  offered  for  continued  violation 
of  the  law:  that  it  is  too  expensive  to  comply  (would 
that  you  or  I  could  use  such  excuse  for  our  income 
taxes),  or  that  the  City  could  not  operate  the  service 
efficiently,  or  that  the  City  would  lose  more  in  taxes 
than  it  gained  in  revenue,  are  merely  transparent  ex- 
cuses-tales to  frighten  children  and  the  ignorant. 
Nor  can  the  validity  of  the  Raker  Act  be  questioned 


as  it  was  completely  upheld  in  1940  by  the  U.S.  Su- 
preme Court. 

Those  who  claim  that  the  City  cannot  afford  to  buy 
the  electricity  system,  without  even  knowing  the  cost, 
clearly  show  they  have  not  given  the  matter  much 
thought  and  are  willing  to  be  used  as  propaganda 
puppets  by  PG  &  E. 

Do  you  hear  of  any  of  California's  public  power 
cities,  such  as  Healdsburg,  Palo  Alto,  Santa  Cruz,  want- 
ing to  give  up  their  ownership,  or  their  residents  com- 
plaining of  poor  services— no! 

The  truth  is  that  the  real  profit  in  selling  electricity 
occurs  at  retail,  not  wholesale.  San  Francisco  wholesales 
Hetch  Hetchy  power  to  PG  &  E  which  then  retails  it 
to  us  at  considerable  profit.  Do  you  think  if  San  Fran- 
cisco were  not  such  an  extremely  profitable  market  that 
PG  &  E  would  have  struggled  so  long  to  keep  it? 

Each  Supervisor  takes  an  oath  of  office  to  uphold 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  by  impli- 
cation all  of  its  laws.  Can  this  Board  in  good  conscience 
ask  others  to  obey  the  law  when  it  fails  to? 

As  a  first  step  in  doing  what  should  have  been  done 
in  1918  the  Board  of  Supervisors  should  order  a  full, 
complete,  and  impartial  study  of  the  costs,  benefits  and 
other  impacts  of  municipal  ownership  of  PG  &  E's 
electricity  distribution  system  within  the  City  plus  the 
transmission  lines  from  Newark. 

The  acquisition  of  Potrero  Hill  generating  plant 
and  other  ancilliary  facilities  is  a  separate  issue  which 
should  be  included  in  the  study.  Most  of  the  facts 
should  be  readily  available-after  all  PG  &  E  is  supposed 
to  be  an  efficient  company.  I  doubt  it  would  take  a 
half  million  dollars  to  find  the  answers. 

San  Francisco's  electric  distribution  network  is  rel- 
atively old  and  well  depreciated.  The  acquisition  price 
should  be  based  on  this-not  current  replacement  cost. 
While  there  ought  not  to  be  any  attempt  to  punish 


PG  &  E  for  its  illegal  actions  of  60  years  ago,  neverthe- 
less this  fact  should  be  considered  in  determining  the 
acquisition  price.  PG  &  E  has  had  an  undeserved  profit 
all  these  years  at  public  expense. 

Because  the  question  of  municipalization  will  un- 
doubtedly become  an  important  political  issue,  I  think, 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  should  at  the  time  a  consultant 
is  selected,  appoint  a  citizens  panel  of,  say,  1 5  members. 
This  citizens  panel  should  work  with  the  consultant 
from  the  start,  helping  to  determine  the  questions  to 
be  investigated,  and  being  kept  appraised  of  the  course 
of  the  study. 

A  complete,  honest,  and  open  study  will  not  only 
educate  the  public  but  enable  this  Board  of  Supervisors 
to  see  that  justice  is  finally  done.  • 


The  City  has  usurped  the  wrecking  ball's  claim  to  this 
Monterey  Boulevard  landmark. 


Before  demolition  was  begun,  the  Merrill  Conservatory 
was  a  well-maintained  example  of  vintage  architectural 
grace. 

City  May  Purchase 
Monterey  Conservatory 

City  acquisition  of  the  partly  demolished 
Merrill  Conservatory  was  recommended  by  the 
Park  and  Recreation  and  Planning  Commissions 
at  a  joint  meeting  in  March. 

A  purchase  price  remains  to  be  negotiated 
between  Robert  Anderson,  owner  of  the  desig- 
nated landmark  at  236  Monterey,  and  the  Trust 
for  Public  Land,  a  private  non-profit  foundation 
which  will  seek  reimbursement  from  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  before  deeding  the  land  to  the 
City. 

The  Planning  Commission  barred  further 
demolition  in  December  after  Anderson  had 
begun  with  an  inadvertently  issued  demolition 
permit. 

Anderson  subsequently  sought  to  have  the 
property  rezoned  from  RH-2,  duplexes,  to 
RM-1,  multi-unit  apartments,  but  was  refused 
by  the  Planning  Commission.  Anderson  has 
appealed  the  ruling  to  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors. • 


clothing  &  toys  for  children  to  6  yrs 


whimsical 
practical  imported 
domestic  creative 
educational 

plus  carefully  selected  outgrown 
clothing  on  consignment 

Monday  -  Saturday  10:30  -  6:00 
Sunday  12:00  -  5:00 


1307  Castro  Street  (at  24th) 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 1 1 
824-0889 


30  Monterey  Blvd.,  San  Franciso,  CA  94131  •  Phone  239-6300 


Neighbors, 
An  Invitation  To  Join  Us  As  We  Grow! 

Forum  Realty  is  expanding  and  welcomes  applicants  seeking  a  new  career  in  the  real  estate  profession. 

We  are  looking  for  community  oriented  people,  as  all  of  our  associates  are  actively  involved  in  the 
communities  we  serve  -  in  school  groups,  the  arts,  and  neighborhood  associations.  We  are  an  office 
with  a  social  conscience. 

We  are  consultants  and  counselors  -  experts  in  communicating  with  our  clients,  and  thus  we  provide 
excellent  and  extensive  training  and  guidance  for  new  associates. 

Our  democratically  structured  office  provides  a  setting  where  all  associates  share  in  the  decision 
making  and  management  of  the  office.  We  are  more  than  just  a  sales  force,  more  than  just  a  group  of 
listing  agents  -  we  work  together  in  an  atmosphere  of  unity. 

Appointments  for  a  personal  interview  with  our  associates  may  be  arranged  by  phoning  our  office. 


"FOR  OUR  COMMUNITY  .  .  IN  OUR  COMMUNITY" 
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Book  Review 

'Underload' 


by  Phil  Fanning 

Phil  Fanning  is  a  Glen  Park  resident  who.  with  his 
wife  Linda,  owns  and  operates  Farming's  Bookstore 
on  Judah  near  9th  A  venue. 

Overload 

by  Arthur  Hailey 

1979,  Doubleday,  402  pages,  $10.95 

Arthur  Hailey  is  the  author  of  Wheels,  Air- 
port, The  Moneychangers,  Hotel,  and  several 
other  best-selling  novels.  Knowing  this,  I  ex- 
pected Overload  to  be  a  well-plotted  disaster 
story  about  how  California's  vast  power  net- 
work finally  blows  that  ultimate  fuse.  I  expected 
to  get  an  inside  look  at  the  operations  of  PG  &  E 
and  perhaps  to  read  a  thoughtful  discussion  of 
the  nettlesome  issues  of  the  energy  controversy. 
What  I  got  was  long,  unconvincing  polemic  for 
PG  &  E  that  must  embarrass  even  PG  &  E  and 
a  hatchet  job  on  those  groups,  most  notably  the 
Sierra  Club,  who  oppose  many  of  PG  &  E's 
plans  and  policies. 


A  disaster  story  it  is.  Nimrod  Goldman  is  vice  pres- 
ident of  Golden  State  Power  and  Light  (GSP  &  L). 
As  the  story  opens,  he  is  worried  about  the  precarious 
balance  between  the  growing  energy  needs  of  California 
and  the  ability  of  the  power  company  to  continue  to 
meet  those  needs.  The  crisis  is  heightened  by  a  heat 
wave  that  covers  most  of  the  state,  increasing  the 
demand  for  air  conditioning,  and  by  the  recent  drought, 
which  severely  impaired  the  state's  ability  to  generate 
hydroelectric  power.  If  just  one  major  power-generating 


plant  goes  off  line,  it  will  cause  a  massive  blackout. 
Enter  a  sabateur  with  a  bomb.  The  bomb  goes  off, 
instantly  killing  one  of  Nim  Goldman's  best  friends  and 
plunging  a  large  part  of  California  into  darkness. 

This  is  just  a  harbinger,  believes  Goldman,  unless 
GSP  &  L  is  allowed  immediately  to  begin  construction 
of  new  power-generating  facilities,  both  nuclear  and 
coal-burning.  But  the  farsighted  and  patient  efforts 
of  GSP  &  L  are  constantly  obstructed  by  the  glacially- 
slow  state  public  utilities  commission,  by  the  short- 
sighted Sequoia  Club  (guess  who),  and  by  those  nuts 
calling  themselves  Power  and  Light  for  the  People.  If 
something  doesn't  give  soon  .  .  . 

So  much  for  the  main  plot.  There  are  others,  such 
as  Nim  Goldman's  sexual  athletics.  When  our  hero 
isn't  busy  speaking  up  about  the  need  for  new  facili- 
ties and  thereby  getting  into  trouble  with  the  press  or 
spending  a  few  vagrant  hours  with  his  family,  he  is 
busy  in  other  ways,  namely:  1)  "comforting"  the 
sixty-year-old  widow  of  his  best  friend  killed  in  the 
explosion,  2)  impregnating  the  wife  of  his  college 
buddy  with  the  buddy's  blessing  (he's  impotent),  3) 
providing  physical  therapy  to  a  lovely  quadriplegic 
whose  mechanical  breathing  device  is,  of  course, 
dependent  on  GSP  &  L,  and  4)  being  comforted  by 
a  beautiful  black  newspaperperson  who,  initially  crit- 
ical of  Goldman  and  his  high-flying  ways,  finally  suc- 
cumbs to  his  charms.  I  may  have  left  out  one  or  two, 
but  you  get  the  idea. 

Another  subplot  involves  an  underground  group  who 
like  to  send  letter  bombs,  blow  up  power  stations,  and 
murder  GSP  &  L  employees.  How  do  they  keep  them- 
selves in  explosives?  With  money  provided  directly  by 
the  radical  but  above-ground  Power  and  Light  for  the 
People  but  indirectly  by  the  well  meaning  but  hope- 
lessly naive  board  of  directors  of  the  Sequoia  Club. 

Interwoven  with  these  subplots  is  the  effort  of 
GSP  &  L  to  apprehend  a  variety  of  utility  thieves- 
persons  and  groups,  some  of  them  highly  organized, 
who  cheat  the  utility  by  bypassing  or  tampering  with  gas 
or  electric  meters  (e.g.,  turn  it  upside  down  and  make 
it  run  backwards  when  the  meter-reader  isn't  looking). 
Then  there  is  the  former  United  States  Supreme  Court 
Justice  who  goes  to  work  as  a  flack  for  GSP  &  L  and 
ends  up  being  defrocked  as  one  of  the  biggest  utility 
thieves  of  them  all. 

For  all  the  space  devoted  to  these  rather  sappy  and 
gratuitous  subroutines,  Hailey  could  have  put  a  little 
more  effort,  it  seems  to  me,  into  covering  the  debate 
between  GSP  &  L,  which  wants  to  provide  more  energy 
for  California,  and  the  Sequoia  Club,  which  opposes 
these  efforts.  Hailey  allegedly  went  into  his  research 
with  an  open  mind  and  was  quickly  convinced  of  the 
PG  &  E  position.  If  that  is  the  case,  he  must  have  paid 
very  little  attention  to  groups  like  the  Sierra  Club,  the 
Union  of  Concerned  Scientists,  and  others.  The  stance 
he  ascribes  to  them  in  Overload  is  ridiculously  sim- 
plistic. At  one  point  he  has  Nimrod  Goldman  com- 
plaining to  the  chairperson  of  the  Sequoia  Club,  "but 
everything  we  propose,  you  find  an  objection  to." 
"That's your  problem."  is  her  only  reply. 

The  energy  crisis  is  everybody's  crisis.  Someday  soon 
that  ultimate  fuse  may  blow.  (Hailey  thinks  we  will  run 
out  of  natural  gas  from  present  sources  in  seven  or 
eight  years.)  But  Hailey 's  best-selling  Overload  does 
little  or  nothing  to  contribute  to  a  solution  we  can 
all  live  with.# 


A  Head  Start 


Fourteen  month  old  Joel  Butler  gets  an  early  start  in 
reading  thanks  to  a  new  program  at  the  Glen  Park 
Branch  Library.  Children 's  Librarian  Joyce  Dixon  in- 
vites parents  and  their  new  babies  to  attend  her  semi- 
nars, which  explore  the  material  available  on  parenting 
and  early  reading. 


Real  Estate  Commissions 

6%  Solution 

Home  buyers  could  be  saving  millions  of 
dollars  per  year  in  "fixed"  commissions  to  real 
estate  brokers  if  they  would  become  aware 
that  the  realtor's  cut,  like  the  sales  price,  is 
open  to  negotiation. 

Consumers  Union  surveys  show  that  in  the 
face  of  skyrocketing  housing  costs,  realtors' 
fees  have  stayed  at  a  steady  six  percent.  Price- 
fixing  in  the  industry  is  prohibited  by  the 
Justice  Department  and  Federal  Trade  Commis- 
sion (FTC),  and  yet  as  many  as  97  percent  of 
California  realtors  charge  a  standard  six  percent, 
according  to  Consumers  Union.  The  resulting 
boom  in  profits  reaped  by  brokers  is  under  at- 


Crisis   and    Growth  Counseling 


ANDREW  M. SFERRA 
Representative 
(415)  433-3434 

AUTO.  HOMEOWNER.  LIFE.  HEALTH 

THE  EQUITABLE  LIFE  ASSURANCE  SOCIETY  OF  THE  U  S 
44  Montgomery  St .  Suite  2300.  San  Francisco.  Calif  94104 


Foreign  &  Domestic  Auto  Repair  Specialists  Including  «Tune-ups  •  Brakes  •  Valve  Jobs 
QUALITY  SERVICE  AT  REASONABLE  PRICES 

PRESTON'S  AUTO  WORKS 


Summer  Car  Care  will  increase  your: 
miles  per  gallon  and  cut  maintenance  costs: 

•  TUNE-UPS 

•  COOLING  SYSTEM 

•  BRAKES 

•  BATTERY 

•  LUBRICATION 


FOR  FREE  ESTIMATES  CALL 
333-7080 

798  Monterey  Boulevard 
(Monterey  Blvd.  Exit  off  280) 
OPEN  MON.-SAT.  8:30  AM-6:30  PM 
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Poetry  and  Prose 


What  I  like  about  these  submissions  is  their  sim- 
plicity and  ease  of  speaking.  And  to  justify  the  title  of 
the  column— a  piece  of  prose  and  a  piece  of  poetry.  I 
continue  to  invite  submissions.  Send  them  to  me  c/o  the 
Glen  Park  Perspective,  P.O.  Box  31337,  SF  94131 ,  with 
a  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope.  Authors  retain  their 
copyright. 

-Stephanie  Mines 

Jenny 

When  Jenny  sat  by  the  wishing-tree,  things 
were  okay.  The  wishing-tree  had  happened  one 
morning  very  early  when  the  light  was  silver  and 
it  was  very  quiet. 

The  GODDESS  asked,  "What  do  you  want 
then?"  and  Jenny  answered,  "Just  to  sit  with 
you  in  the  tree.. all  of  us  to  sit  with  you  in  all 
your  trees,  whenever  we  want  to.  And  all  our 
daughters  to  dance  beneath  the  branches,  in  the 
sun  and  in  the  rain  and  under  the  moon."  Later 
she  wondered  which  trees  were  planted  in  her 
mind;  probably  the  European  beech  she  used  to 
sit  in,  years  ago,  and  the  baobab  in  (The  Little 
Prince)  just  because  she  loved  its  name.  She'd 
never  told  anyone  that  they  were  both  talking 
trees,  with  wound- together  people  leaning  out 
of  them.  The  GODDESS  seemed  to  know  what 
she  meant  anyway.. 

There  were  lots  of  mornings  like  that  as 
Jenny  grew  older.  Her  hair  grew  grayer  and  her 
daughters  grew  up  and  gave  birth  to  daughters. 
One  day  one  of  her  grandaughters  drew  a  picture 
of  her  own  wishing-tree.  And  it  was  the  same. 

And  it  was  a  sign. 

—Jane  Radcliffe 


tack  in  the  state  legislature  and  within  the  in- 
dustry itself. 

An  Assembly  bill  sponsored  by  San  Fran- 
cisco Democrat  Art  Agnos  stresses  that  real 
estate  agents'  commissions  are  not  set  by  law. 
Agnos  would  require  that  this  be  stated  in  writ- 
ing to  the  consumer  at  the  time  of  the  sale. 

Kenneth  Partin,  a  local  broker,  is  promot- 
ing his  Sunset  District  agency  by  dubbing  it 
"the  four  percent  Commission  Office." 

Partin  points  out  that  a  "typical"  house 
resale  a  few  years  ago  at  $15,000  brought  the 
realtor  $900.  The  same  house  today  might  sell 
for  $150,000  boosting  the  broker's  fee  to 
$9,000  at  the  same  six  percent. 

In  this  case,  the  buyer  would  save  $1,500 
if  the  broker  opted  for  a  five  percent  fee. 

An  FTC  investigation  has  found  indica- 
tions that  brokers  may  shy  away  from  charging 
less  than  the  prevailing  rate  in  fear  of  reprisals 
from  other  realtors  in  the  form  of  exclusion 
from  the  "multiple  listing  services"  on  which 
many  independent  brokers  depend.* 


Two 

Two  years  ago 
I  was  single. 
I  had  one  car 
One  kid 
And  one  cat 
And  that  was  that. 

Then  I  decided 

I  needed  a  change. 

I  moved  in  with  my  lover 

And  suddenly 

We  had  two  of  everything— 

Two  houses 

Two  cars 

Two  roommates  and— 
Why  not— two  kids. 

Sometimes  it  seems 
Terribly  bourgeois- 
One  might  even  say 
Extravagant 

To  have  two  of  so  many  things 
When  many  of  my  friends 
Still  get  by  with  none. 
But,  on  the  other  hand. 
Whose  stuff  would  they  borrow 
If  I  had  only  one? 

—Lynn  Rogers 


Restaurant  Review 

Portola 's  New  Oriental 

by  Steve  Greene 

Dining  out,  collecting  fine  wines,  and  playing 
frisbee  are  among  the  avocations  of  helicopter  pilot 
Steve  Greene.  An  eighteen-year  resident  of  the  Bay  Area, 
he  now  lives  on  Melrose  A  venue  with  four  cats,  two 
rabbits,  and  one  woman. 

If  you're  walking  out  of  Tower  Market  some 
day  heading  toward  the  hardware  store,  laundry, 
or  bank,  and  the  thought  of  Chinese  food  enters 
your  mind,  you're  probably  standing  in  front  of 
the  New  Oriental  Restaurant. 

The  New  Oriental  Restaurant  doesn't  jump 
out  at  you.  In  fact,  its  store-front  facade  recedes 
into  the  line  of  stores  in  the  Portola  Avenue 
shopping  center.  Even  looking  in  the  front 
window  reveals  little  (I  wish  they  would  wash 
the  windows).  But  take  a  chance  and  go  inside.  I 


did,  and  found  another  asset  of  the  Glen  Park/ 
Miraloma  area. 

The  New  Oriental  Restaurant  is  family 
operated  and,  despite  its  small  size,  offers  more 
than  1 70  different  items  on  its  menu.  But  don't 
think  that  quality  suffers  for  quantity.  Of  course, 
with  so  many  selections,  some  disparity  can  be 
expected;  but  overall,  the  New  Oriental  Restau- 
rant offers  attractively  priced  and  surprisingly 
fine  Chinese-American  cuisine. 

The  ambience  of  the  New  Oriental  Restau- 
rant typifies  many  small  Chinese  reataurants  in 
San  Francisco.  In  another  era,  it  might  have  been 
a  malt  or  coffee  shop.  However,  with  the  addition 
of  the  archetypical  plastic  ornaments,  pictures 
and  flowers,  the  New  Oriental  Restaurant  adds 
a  touch  of  Chinatown  to  Portola  Drive. 

Family  dinners  range  in  price  from  $2.95  to 
$4.45  per  person  (two-person  minimum).  Or,  as 
I  like  to  do  in  Chinese  restaurants,  you  can  order 
a  la  carte  from  the  extensive  menu. 

Our  dinner  began  with  two  appetizers.  The 
Spring  Egg  Roll  arrived  at  our  table  piping  hot 
and  proved  to  be  adequate,  though  a  little  greasy. 
The  Parchment  Wrapped  Chicken,  little  foil 
triangles  with  chicken  inside,  did  not  quite 
impart  the  appetizing  effect  I  had  expected. 

But  if  the  appetizers  were  lacking,  the 
Chicken  Wonton  Soup  more  than  compensated. 
A  large  bowl  of  flavorful  broth ,  interspersed  with 
vegetables,  tasty  wonton  and  topped  with  slivered 
chicken  could  be  a  satisfying  meal  in  itself. 

For  entrees,  we  ordered  Curry  Chicken, 
Sweet  and  Sour  Pork,  Beef  with  Broccoli, 
Almond  Duck,  Mongolian  Beef,  Prawns  with 
Lobster  Sauce,  Tomato  Beef  Chow  Mein,  and 
Chicken  Fried  Rice.  The  waitress  was  somewhat 
amazed  at  our  sizable  order,  but  everything 
arrived  together  and  hot. 

The  Curry  Chicken  had  a  lightly  seasoned 
sauce  which  accentuated  the  flavor  of  the  chicken 
and  vegetables,  including,  to  our  delight,  snow 
peas.  All  vegetables  were  cooked  just  right  with 
the  slight  crispness  that  I  enjoy  in  well-prepared 
Chinese  food. 

The  Sweet  and  Sour  Pork  rated  with  the 
best  I  have  tasted  anywhere.  The  meat  was  well 
cooked  and  seasoned,  tender  with  a  rich  flavor, 
complimented  by  the  sauce  and  accompanying 
vegetables.  The  same  sauce,  served  over  Almond 
Duck,  slightly  masked  the  subtle  flavor  of  the 
duck.  But  nevertheless,  the  Almond  Duck  was 
my  favorite  and  far  surpassed  similar  offerings 
found  at  more  elegant  (and  expensive)  restau- 
rants in  the  City. 

My  dining  companions  particularly  relished 
Beef  with  Broccoli,  while  I  favored  Mongolian 
Beef.  We  all  found  the  Prawns  with  Lobster 
Sauce  generous  with  prawns,  but  otherwise 
undistinguishable.  The  Chicken  Fried  Rice  was 
good,  but  the  Tomato  Beef  Chow  Mein  was 
disappointingly  bland. 

Despite  a  few  shortcomings,  I  would 
definitely  recommend  the  New  Oriental  Restau- 
rant, 685  Portola  Drive,  for  convenient,  reason- 
ably priced,  and  appetizing  Chinese  food  in  the 
Glen  Park/Miraloma  area.  All  food  is  offered 
"to  go"  (take-home  menus  available)  by  calling 
731-5085.  Hours  are  8  a.m.  to  8  p.m.,  slightly 
different  on  weekends.  • 


ROY  ANDERSON  PAINT  CO. 
"from  the  factory  to  you" 


Products  &  Sundries  for  all  your  needs 
Two  Locations  in  San  Francisco 

1300  22nd  St. 
Between  Texas  and  Mississippi 
282-6310 

962  Battery  Rd. 
Battery  at  Green  St. 
362-5255 

Established  1909 


Free  Estimates 
Topiary  Shaping 
Thinning  Removals 
Topping  Consultations 
Insured 


TED  KIPPING  •  TREE  SHAPER 


Serving  the  Bay  Area 
415-626-3131        24  Hours 
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Know  Your  Faults 


by  Pamela  Hitchcock 

No  geologist  has  ever  actually  seen  the 
ground  move  in  an  earthquake  but  it  can  be  seen 
in  the  Bay  Area,  though  not  in  San  Francisco. 
The  San  Andreas  Fault  doesn't  pass  through  San 
Francisco-it  goes  out  to  sea  south  of  here,  in 
Pacifica,  and  doesn't  return  to  land  again  until 
Stinson  Beach  in  Marin  County.  The  minor 
faults  that  do  run  through  the  City  have  been 
inactive  for  a  long  time.  The  1906  "San 
Francisco  Earthquake"  would  be  more 
accurately  described  as  the  Marin  County 
Earthquake -its  epicenter  (the  point  on  the 
earth's  surface  above  the  center  of  movement) 
was  at  Olema,  just  north  of  Bolinas.  The  most 
recent  earthquake  on  the  San  Andreas  Fault 
was  in  1957,  and  it  led  to  a  rerouting  of  State 
Highway  1.  Its  epicenter  was  at  Mussel  Rock 
on  the  San  Mateo  Coast.  So  if  you  want  to 
see  the  real  thing,  head  south  to  San  Mateo 
County. 


Take  Interstate  280  to  the  Pacifica/Highway  1 
turnoff;  then  take  the  Manor  Drive-Palmetto  Avenue 
exit  and  make  a  right  on  Palmetto.  From  Palmetto 
make  a  left  on  Westline  Road  and  continue  until  you 
see  a  chain-link  fence  on  the  left  across  from  47  Westline 
Road.  Get  out  here  and  look  through  the  fence.  The 
fault  runs  along  the  hillside  to  the  northeast  and  enters 
the  Pacific  Ocean  below.  There  is  extreme  landslide 
danger  here  so  don't  try  to  climb  down  the  cliff. 

Looking  out  across  the  water  toward  Marin 
County  you  can  see  a  low  spot  in  the  Marin  Hills.  Here 
is  where  the  fault  goes  back  ashore  at  Bolinas  Lagoon 
(one  of  the  worst  places  to  be  in  an  earthquake).  Now 
is  a  good  time  to  note  that  the  fault  is  not  a  line  but 
a  zone  of  varying  width,  within  which  movement  can 
occur  almost  anywhere.  As  you  look  over  to  Marin 
County  you  can  sec  about  how  wide  the  zone  is  there 
by  the  width  of  the  depression.  Movement  along  the 
fault  grinds  the  rock  into  soft  soil  that  is  easily  eroded. 
For  this  reason  the  San  Andreas  and  other  faults  will 
often  appear  as  valleys. 

Continue  on  Westline    to  Longview  and  turn 
right.  As  you  go  down  Longview  you  will  pass  a 
school  whose  playground  sits  right  in  the  fault  zone. 
This  subdivision  is  not  a  safe  place  to  live.  Though 
wood  frame  structures  will  withstand  most  of  the 
shaking  associated  with  even  a  very  severe  earthquake, 
these  houses,  sitting  on  the  fault  zone,  can  poten- 
tially be  ripped  apart  by  the  movement  of  the  fault. 
Even  in  the  absence  of  a  quake  the  soft  ground  along 
the  fault  zone  can  settle  underneath  the  houses  and 
cause  cracks  in  the  walls.  This  is  a  recurring  problem 
in  this  area. 

When  Longview  hits  Skyline  Drive  (here  a 
subdivision  road)  go  right  and  back  to  Westline  Drive 
returning  to  Palmetto  Avenue.  Follow  Palmetto  to 
Manor  Drive  where  you  will  turn  left  over  the 
expressway  and  go  up  into  the  hills.  The  next  street 
to  look  for  is  Inverness  where  you  will  turn  left,  then 
right  onto  Glencourt  and  left  onto  Kavanaugh  Way.  The 
houses  at  the  end  of  Kavanaugh  Way  should  be  owned 
by  the  developers  who  built  them.  Directly  behind  these 
houses  and  in  front  of  the  green  water  towers,  you  can 
see  the  fault  heading  toward  the  sea. 


Drive  back  along  Kavanaugh  to  Glencourt  which 
will  become  King  Road  as  it  crosses  Skyline  Blvd.  You 
are  now  on  your  way  to  a  landscape  sag  pond.  Sag  ponds 
are  common  features  along  the  major  faults  of 
California.  These  ponds  are  small,  shallow  closed 
depressions  or  basins  which  form  in  fault  zones.  Because 
they  are  usually  very  shallow,  they  do  not  last  long 
before  they  are  filled  with  the  sediment  eroded  from  the 
surrounding  highlands.  To  find  the  sag  pond  I 
mentioned,  follow  King  to  Callan  Blvd.  where  you  will 
turn  right.  Turn  right  again  on  Tyrone  Court  which  ends 
at  the  sag  pond  which  has  been  grassed  in  to  form  a 
recreational  area  for  the  surrounding  homes.  Houses 
probably  would  have  been  built  on  this  spot,  too,  except 
that  the  ground  would  not  support  them.  There  are 
other  sag  ponds  in  the  area,  some  have  been  filled  in  and 
some  remain  in  their  natural  state  becoming  filled  with 
water  after  a  storm. 

The  next  stage  of  our  journey  will  take  us  up 
into  the  hills  for  a  view  of  the  fault  from  above.  Go 
back  to  Skyline  Blvd.  and  turn  left  to  Sneath  where 
you  will  turn  right.  As  you  proceed  along  Sneath  you 
will  see  on  your  right  that  the  San  Francisco  City  and 
County  Jail  sits  almost  directly  on  the  fault  zone,  a  fact 
that  might  deter  some  criminals  if  they  knew  about  it. 
When  Sneath  Road  ends  we  get  our  first  view  of  the  San 
Andreas  Reservoir  which  lies  directly  in  the  fault  zone. 

For  another  and  perhaps  better  view,  go  back 
down  Sneath  turning  right  on  Monterey  and  right  on 
Lake  to  the  end.  Between  100  and  104  Lake  Street 
is  an  asphalt  path.  Walk  along  this  path  until  you  get 
an  unobstructed  view  of  the  San  Andreas  fault.  The 
valley  which  runs  as  far  as  you  can  see  makes  the  fault 
zone. 


San  Franciscans  sought  refuge  in  neighborhood  parks  as 
the  fires  advanced.  On  April  18*1979,  San  Francisco 
observed  the  73rd  anniversary  of  the  1 906  Earthquake. 

The  next  part  of  your  trip  will  take  you  down  into 
that  valley  so  that  you  may  stand  directly  on  the  fault. 
Return  on  Lake,  turn  right  on  Monterey,  right  on 
Sneath  and  right  on  Skyline.  Follow  Skyline  until  it 
turns  into  Interstate  280  and  take  the  first  exit  which 
is  Larkspur  Drive.  Follow  the  signs  for  the  Bay  Dis- 
covery Site  and  Portola  Camp.  After  you  have  read 
the  historical  marker  (if  you  are  interested  in  that  kind 
of  thing)  continue  on  the  same  road  which  will  become 
a  narrow,  winding  gravel  road  that  is  very  passable 
except  for  just  after  a  storm.  Follow  this  gravel  road 
through  the  Fish  and  Game  Preserve  until  you  come 
to  the  San  Andreas  dam  which  was  built  in  1869  to 
catch  water  for  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area.  Before 
Hetch-Hetchy  was  built  this  dam,  and  the  Crystal 
Springs  dam  which  we  will  view  later,  trapped  the 
entire  water  supply  for  the  area.  Now  water  from 
Hetch-Hetchy  is  stored  in  these  reservoirs. 


A  Self -guided  Tour 
Of  the  San  Andreas  Fault 


Stand  in  the  center  of  the  dam  and  face  the  lake. 
The  block  of  the  earth's  crust  on  your  left  is  moving 
northwest  (the  direction  you  are  facing).  The  block  on 
your  right  is  moving  southeast  (behind  you).  Between 
these  two  moving  blocks  is  the  San  Andreas  fault.  If 
the  movement  occurred  slowly  and  steadily  we  wouldn't 
have  anything  to  worry  about.  But  the  rocks  don't 
slide  smoothly,  they  remain  locked  for  long  periods 
of  time,  and  then  move  suddenly,  releasing  the  built- 
up  strain  all  at  once.  It  is  this  that  produces  the  violent 
earthquakes  that  cause  extensive  damage. 

After  leaving  the  dam  continue  along  the  road, 
passing  by  Crystal  Springs  Reservoir  and  then  out  of 
the  park.  One  word  of  caution,  however.  From  No- 
vember until  April  30  the  road  throu^  the  Preserve 
is  open  from  7:00  a.m.  until  5:30  p.m.  However,  the 
south  gate  (the  one  you  plan  on  exiting  from)  only 
stays  open  until  5:00  p.m.  and  you  will  have  to  turn 
around  on  an  extremely  narrow  road  if  you  don't  make 
it  out  by  5:00.  From  May  to  October  the  road  is  open 
from  7:00  a.m.  until  8:00  p.m.  Also,  hiking  is  not 
permitted  except  along  the  road  to  protect  our  water 
supply  as  well  as  the  fish  and  game  that  find  refuge  on 
this  land. 

After  you  have  left  the  Fish  and  Game  Preserve, 
continue  right  on  Skyline  for  a  short  distance  to  view 
the  underside  of  the  Eugene  A.  Doran  Memorial  Bridge 
which  won  some  kind  of  Civil  Engineering  pnze  for  its 
beauty.  Pull  into  the  turnoff  to  view  the  Crystal 
Springs  Dam.  This  dam,  built  in  1887,  holds  back 
the  water  you  see  in  the  reservoir  which  would  other- 
wise flow  out  San  Mateo  Creek  into  the  Bay.  Crystal 
Springs  Dam  was  the  first  concrete  unit-block  dam 
built  in  the  United  States  and  the  cement  used  in  the 
dam  had  to  be  shipped  round  Cape  Horn. 

The  San  Andreas  fault  continues  to  run  south  but 
our  journey  is  at  an  end.  Return  on  Skyline  Drive  until 
you  come  to  the  freeway  for  a  quick  ride  back  to  Glen 
Park.  • 


PARTEM  Mt®m&L 


P. 


FULL  SERVICES 


1443  NORIEGA  STREET,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CALIFORNIA  94122 

Professional  Real  Estate  Service 
at  4%  commission  -  a  new 
exciting  marketing  concept 
for  your  home. 


PLUS  our  broker's  30  years 
experience  will  serve  you  better 
Call  or  come  in  for  a  free 
residential  sale  analysis  at 
no  obligation 


COMMISSION 
REALTORS 


564-8800 

24  hour  phone  number 


SPRING  LAMB 

buy  direct  from  grower  and  save 
freezer  ready 

Bill  Gaedtke    (209)  878-3768 
Coulterville,  CA    Along  Hvvy  49 


ECONOMY  AUTO  PARTS 


1836  San  Jose  Avenue 
585-5412 
Hours  Mon  -Sat  9  30-6  00 


We  sell  Replacement  Parts  for 

Volkswagen  •  Audi 
Opel  •  Datsun  •  Toyota 

at  Discount  Prices 
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CALENDAR 


April 

24-  30 

'TIES  THAT  BIND,"  exhibit  of  historical  photos 
of  the  West  of  Twin  Peaks  area.  West  Portal 
Branch  Library,  190  Lenox  Way. 

25-  "CHILDREN  IN  CUBA  TODAY."  Slide  talk  by 
Glen  Park  resident  Sydney  Clemons,  Glen  Park 
Branch  Library,  653  Chenery.  7:30  p.m. 

26-  DISTRICT  NINE  Community  Council  meeting. 
"Quiz  the  Realtors."  St.  Finn  Barr's  Church, 
Edna  &  Hearst  Streets,  8  p.m. 

28-  PINEWOOD  DERBY,  open  to  all  cub  scouts  and 
adults.  Glen  Canyon  Park,  Chenery  and  Elk 
Streets.  9:30  a.m.  Entry  fee  50c.  Bring  sack 
lunch. 

30-  "YOU,  YOUR  NEW  BABY,  and  the  Library" 
Part  II.  Glen  Park  Branch  Library,  653  Chenery. 
10:30-11:30  a.m.  Pre-register  with  Joyce  Dixon. 


May 

2-     PUBLIC  HEARING  on  mechanical  street  sweep- 
ing, Glen   Park   Recreation  Center,  7:30  p.m. 

4-  6    THE  FRIENDS  OF  THE  LIBRARY  annual  book 

sale.  Benefits  free  library  programs  and  special 
projects.  Pier  2,  Fort  Mason.   10  a.m. -6  p.m. 

5-  6    PICKLE   FAMILY   CIRCUS   performs  in  Glen 

Canyon     Park      (See     article,     pages  8-9). 

8-  GLEN  PARK  RECREATION  CENTER  Advisory 
Committee  meets  in  the  auditorium  of  the  Rec. 
Center,  7:30  p.m. 
10-  SAN  FRANCISCANS  FOR  AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING  Community  Hearing  to  discuss  ideas 
on  San  Francisco's  Housing  Crisis.  St.  Mary's 
Park  Recreation  Center  (off  Crescent  Avenue). 
7  p.m.  775-6931. 

10-    FRIENDS  OF  NOE  VALLEY  meeting.  Speaker- 
Jeffrey    Lee,    Director,    Department   of  Public 

"Works.    f<ii>e    Valley    Library,    451    Jersoy  Stroot, 

7:30  p.m. 


12-  ART  FAIR,  Miraloma  Improvement  Club, 
O'Shaughnessy  at  Del  Vale.  10  a.m. -5  p.m.  (If 
rain.  May  19). 

16-  "AFRICAN  ANIMAL  SAFARI."  Family  Night 
program  slide  talk  by  Glen  Park  resident  Dolores 
Tighe.  Glen  Park  Branch  Library,  653  Chenery. 
7  p.m. 

19-  THIRD  ANNIVERSARY  Open  House,  Higher 
Grounds  Coffeehouse,  691  Chenery.  From  8  p.m. 
on.  Free. 

21-  GLEN  PARK  ASSOCIATION  membership  meet- 
ing. "Street  Plans  for  People"  Glen  Park  Recrea- 
tion Center,  Chenery  and  Elk  Streets.  7:30  p.m. 
Everyone  welcome. 

23-  McATEER  PARENT  -  TEACHER  -  STUDENT 
ASSOCIATION.  Location  to  be  posted  on  doors 
at  west  end  of  main  building.  7:30  p.m.  Commu- 
nity welcome. 

23-  "OF  TIME,  TOMBS  AND  TREASURES,"  film  on 
King  Tut.  "Sand  Castles."  Glen  Park  Branch 
Library,  653  Chenery.  7  p.m. 

30-  RICHARD  STOOKEY,  Glen  Park  novelist,  will 
read  from  his  novel  A  Still  and  Woven  Blue  and 
from  a  work  in  progress.  Glen  Park  Branch  Li- 
brary, 653  Chenery.  7:30  p.m. 


June 

8-  GLEN  PARK  SATELLITE  DINNER:  proceeds  to 
go  towards  summer  outings.  Glen  Park  Recreation 
Center,  Chenery  and  Elk  Streets.  6-8:30  p.m. 
Donation:  adults  $2.50,  children  12  and  under  $2. 


ONGOING  EVENTS 

TUESDAYS:  Pre-School  Story  Hour,  Glen  Park 
Branch  Library,  653  Chenery.  10:30 
a.m.  and  1 :30  p.m.  586-4144. 

THURSDAYS:    5  Minute  Speed  Chess  Tournament. 

Cortland  Corners  Coffeehouse,  301 
Cortland.  6  p.m.  647-9774. 


Please  submit  listings  for  the  June  CALENDAR  by  May 
25.  Only  those  events  occurring  after  June  5th  will  be 
considered  for  publication. 


&  Street  Fairs  it 

ft  Fair  Oaks  ft 

Fair  Oaks  Neighbors,  a  nonprofit  neigh- 
borhood block  club,  has  scheduled  its  Fourth 
Annual  Flea  Market  and  Street  Fair  for  Satur- 
day, May  12th,  from  10  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  Fam- 
ilies on  five  blocks  of  Fair  Oaks  Street,  between 
21st  and  26th  Streets,  will  be  having 
garage  sales.  (Fair  Oaks  parallels  Dolores,  one 
block  east.)  This  cheerful  Victorian  neighbor- 
hood will  turn  into  a  fair,  with  music,  baked 
goods,  and  fun.  AJso,  check  out  the  activities 
at  Jamestown  Center  at  Fair  Oaks  and  23rd 
Streets. 

if  Haight  Ashbury  if 

Last  year,  more  than  50,000  people  mixed 
and  mingled  at  the  Haight  Ashbury  Street  Fair. 
The  second  annual  fair  will  be  held  on  Sunday, 
May  6th  from  1 1  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  along  Haight 
Street  between  Masonic  and  Stanyan.  Fairgoers 
are  asked  not  to  bring  cars-Muni  will  do  fine. 

Entertainment  will  include  many  musical 
acts  as  well  as  bellydancers,  mimes,  and  come- 
dians. Food  will  be  sold  and  craftspeople  from 
all  over  the  state  will  peddle  their  wares. 

it  24th  Street  ^ 

The  24th  Street  Fair  is  known  to  some  as 
the  food  fair.  Applications  for  both  food  and 
craft  booths  are  screened  for  quality  and  to  as- 
sure variety.  The  fair  will  be  on  Sunday,  June 
10th  from  10  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  on  24th  Street  be- 
tween Diamond  and  Church  Streets. 

Volunteers  are  needed  to  serve  as  monitors 
(Call  Lou  Hopfer,  821-3390,  days)  and  to  clean 
up  (Call  Suzanne  Smith,  285-7438),  and  all 
workers  will  be  invited  to  a  big  party  later. 

There  will  be  a  photography  contest  for 
pictures  taken  the  day  of  the  fair-see  inforrr.a 
tion  posted  at  Colorcrane,  3957  24th  Street. 


Sewer  Charge: 
Taxing  Dilemma 

by  Ellen  Wall 

Ye  Nymphs  thai  reign  o  'er  sewers  and  sinks, 

The  river  Rhine,  it  is  well  known. 

Doth  wash  your  city  of  Cologne; 

But  tell  me.  Nymphs,  what  power  divine 

Shall  henceforth  wash  the  river  Rhine? 

-Samuel  Taylor  Coleridge,  "Cologne" 

One  of  my  favorite  neighbors  asked  me  to 
sign  an  initiative  petition  which,  if  passed,  would 
eliminate  the  San  Francisco  sewer  charge.  This 
was  a  classic  case  of  being  on  the  horns  of  a  di- 
lemma. On  the  one  hand  I  did  not  want  to 
offend  an  excellent  neighbor.  On  the  other,  I 
think  the  San  Francisco  sewage  system  is  dis- 
graceful. I  voted  to  pay  the  sewer  charge.  I 
apologized  to  my  neighbor  for  refusing  to  sign, 
but  told  him  I  would  look  into  the  sewer  charge 
problem. 

In  the  November  1976  general  election, 
San  Franciscans  voted  "Yes"  on  $240  million  in 
revenue  bonds  to  improve  the  City  sewage 
treatment  and  disposal  system.  The  money  pro- 
vided by  issuance  of  previously  authorized 
general  obligation  bonds  which  were  not  yet 
sold,  would  pay  for  approximately  13  percent  of 


the  costs  of  the  system.  The  rest  of  the  financ- 
ing, approximately  83  percent,  would  come 
from  federal  and  state  sources.  To  pay  for  the 
City's  share  the  federal  government  required 
that  all  costs  be  repaid  from  sewer  service 
charges  to  users. 

Prior  to  1977,  75  percent  of  the  sewer 
costs  had  been  paid  by  property  taxes.  Only  25 
percent  of  the  actual  costs  of  sewage  treatment 
showed  up  on  water  bills.  With  the  beginning  of 
construction  of  the  new  sewage  facilities,  the 
total  cost  of  operating  the  existing  system  plus 
building  the  new  one  was  placed  on  San  Fran- 
ciscans' water  bills. 

The  San  Francisco  Wastewater  Program 
planners  estimate  that  charges  will  double  by 
1985,  then  level  off  at  an  average  of  $150  per 
year  for  total  sewage  system  costs  to  a  residen- 
tial user.  The  planners  say  that  that  is,  on  the 
average,  what  households  in  other  large  cities 
pay  in  sewer  charges.  (If  your  residential  charges 
are  higher,  be  sure  to  file  an  appeal:  Director  of 
Public  Works,  Industrial  Waste  Division,  636 
Van  Ness,  San  Francisco  94102.) 

When  San  Francisco  passed  the  sewer 
bonds  in  1976,  the  City  was  far  below  federal 
and  state  standards  for  sewage  treatment.  The 
regional  Water  Quality  Control  Board  had  placed 
a  ban  on  new  sewer  connections  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  City.  This  resulted  in  a  virtual  freeze 
on  new  construction  in  the  area.  The  City  could 
have  been  fined  up  to  $  10,000  per  day  for  non- 


compliance. City  officials  could  have  been  jailed, 
and  the  state  could  have  built  a  sewage  system 
and  billed  the  City  for  it.  If  San  Francisco  does 
not  proceed  with  its  wastewater  plan,  these  pen- 
alties could  still  be  imposed. 

With  so  much  at  stake,  the  1976  sewer 
bonds  caused  a  great  debate  about  costs  and  im- 
plementation of  the  wastewater  plan.  Almost  no 
one,  however,  quarreled  with  the  fact  that  some- 
thing had  to  be  done  about  San  Francisco  sewage. 
Most  of  San  Francisco's  24,000  acres  of  sewered 
area  is  served  by  a  combined  domestic-storm 
collection  system.  That  means  that  everything 
goes  into  one  set  of  pipes.  When  you  wash  your 
car  or  hose  off  your  sidewalk,  the  water  goes 
into  the  sewer.  And  so  does  the  rain. 

In  rainy  weather  the  volume  of  water  and 
sewage  overloads  the  system's  treatment  capa- 
city, and  untreated  sewage  pours  out  into  the 
bay  and  ocean.  Imagine  dumping  your  garbage 
can  on  your  sidewalk.  Do  that  30  million  times 
and  you  will  approximate  what  San  Francisco 
dumps  into  our  surrounding  beaches  and  water 
on  the  average  of  80  times  each  year. 

We  have  a  huge  problem  and  a  lousy  sys- 
tem for  dealing  with  it.  The  cost  to  clean  it  up 
is  enormous,  but  at  $150  per  household  per 
year,  it's  bearable.  Before  I  sign  a  petition  to 
eliminate  the  sewer  charge,  I  need  to  know  how 
we  might  otherwise  pay  for  cleaning  up  the  mess 
and  operating  our  sewer  system.  What  is  fairer? 
What  is  cheaper?  • 


CUSTOM  OESIGNS 


Steenport  Construction 

RESIDENTIAL  ANO  COMMERCIAL 
REMODELING  •  REPAIRS 
PLUMBING    •    ELECTRICAL    •     DRVWALL    •  TILE 
STAIRS  DECKS  FENCES 


JIM  STEENPORT 
(415)  333-9736 

AFTER  6  OO  P  M 


550  LAIDLEY  STREET 
San  Franc. sco  CA94I3I 


f  o*  our  community      to  our  community' 


Specializing  in  Glen  Park 
and  Ktoe  Valley  Property 

Keith  McCollom 
Consultant 

239-6300 
Residence:  478  Chenery 
564-5741 

Bivd  SMfraacisco94131 


SUSS  LKJHT 

STAINED  GLASS  by  CARL  COROINI 


Ornaments  •  Windows 
Lamps  •  Terreriums 
to  add  more  joy 
to  your  home 


570  Teresita 


584  8863 
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CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISEMENTS 


garage 


4TH  ANNUAL  STREET  FAIR  and  Flea 
Market.  Five  blocks  of  family  garage  sales, 
by  the  Fair  Oaks  Neighbors.  Saturday, 
May  12,  Fair  Oaks  between  Dolores  and 
Guerrero,  21st  Street  to  26th  Street. 

help 
wanted 

INSTRUCTORS  to  teach  adult  evening 
classes  at  the  Mission  YMCA.  Compensa- 
tion on  a  fee-share  basis.  Ideas  for  classes 
are  welcome.  Dance,  Exercise,  various 
skills.  Contact  Kathy  at  the  Mission 
YMCA,  4080  Mission  St.,  586-6900. 

PEOPLE  between  the  ages  of  18  and  99 
who  might  be  interested  in  Boy  or  Cub 
Scouting  and  would  like  to  share  some  of 
their  time  and  skill  with  the  young  men 
of  Glen  Park's  Troop  and  Pack.  Many 
positions  as  an  adult  leader,  a  committee 
person  or  a  merit  badge  counselor  are 
available.  The  pay  is  low  (none),  the  re- 
wards are  high  (satisfaction  of  involve- 
ment). The  Glen  Park  Scouting  Prograrr 
is  an  equal  opportunity  employer  ana 
will  accept  applications  without  regard 
to  race,  religion,  national  origin,  age  or 
sex.  For  more  information,  contact 
Nelson  Combs,  334-5059. 

TELLER  OR  TRAINEE:  Community 
oriented  individual  needed  for  new 
savings  and  loan  branch.  Financial  ex- 
perience helpful  but  not  necessary. 
-Cell  Mr.  Berest.  861-1515. 

services 
offered 

ASTROLOGY  readings  and  counseling 
by  professional  Astrology  teacher  and 
lecturer.  For  appt.  please  call  585-4984. 

GARDENING/LANDSCAPING:  Spring 
clean-up,  pruning,  planting.  Monthly 
maintenance  rates  available.  June  Roberts, 
282-7432. 

BEAR  REPAIR,  and  mending  of  other 
stuffed  toys.  The  James  Company,  Church 
@26th  St..  282-0340. 

RELAXING  MASSAGE  IN  YOUR  OWN 
HOME!  Introductory  offer  $10/hour, 
$15/hour  thereafter  and  every  6th  mas- 
sage is  free.  Call  Outcall  Steve  for  an 
appointment  with  soothing  refreshment 
at  586^277. 

CHILD  DAY  CARE  at  the  Mission 
YMCA  for  the  Summer  and  theyear  round. 
Special  summer  day  camp,  caravan  trips, 
and  camping.  Mission  YMCA,  586-6900. 
4080  Mission  St.  near  Bosworth. 


DRAPERY  WORKROOM  -  very  fine 
work.  Regular  traverse  or  custom  design 
measured  and  installed.  Very  special 
carpet  buys,  installed  price.  Lorrie 
Titcomb  Interiors.  586-4026. 
PARENTS!  Are  you  looking  for  a  school 
that  values  your  child  as  a  unique  and 
creative  individual?  Call  The  Effective 
Learning  School .  386-7027. 

BIKE  RIDING  IN  THE  EAST  BAY  on 

weekends.  AC  Transit  will  run  a  transbay 
"Pedal  Hopper"  bus  on  weekends  at 
90  minute  intervals  on  the  Grand  Avenue 
B  Line  for  bicyclists.  The  Hopper  will 
accommodate  12  bikes  and  their  riders 
at  regular  fare  plus  25£  for  bikes.  Call 
AC  Transit,  653-3535. 

GRADUATE  PSYCHOLOGY  STUDENT 

in  Marriage  and  Family  Counseling  seek- 
ing part-time  field  related  employment 
and/or  internship.  I  am  experienced  and 
responsible  and  will  graduate  6/79.  Call 
Howard  Bronstein  in  the  early  evenings 
992-5084. 

OPPORTUNITY  for  ambitious  people. 
Dignified,  interesting,  good  earning  po- 
tential. We  show  you  how.  387-9473. 

KITCHEN  DESIGNING:  consider  start- 
ing with  the  help  of  an  experienced 
builder.  Paul,  334-3520  after  11  a.m. 

CUSTOM  CABINETRY  means  precision 
woodworking  of  individual  orders-your 
ideas  shaped  by  my  skills-single  piece 
to  complete  systems.  Kitchens  a  special- 
ty. Paul,  334-3520  after  1 1  a.m. 

PROFIT     SHARING  EXPERIENCE. 

Additional  income  in  the  privacy  of  your 
own  home  p/t  or  f/t,  for  young  people 
to  seniors.  Products  everyone  uses.  For 
information,  call  587-7122, 

for  sale 

DISCOVER  PHOTOGRAPHY  WITH 
YOUR  CHILD.  Book  by  Glen  Park 
author/photographer  will  get  you  started 
on  a  creative  new  experience.  Drawing 
With  A  Camera  by  Elizabeth  Bryant 
available  for  $8.95  from  Taurean  Press, 
P.O.  Box  31298,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94131  or  call  586-9483. 

FREE  14  K  GOLD  JEWELRY.  Do  you 

love  gold  chains,  charms,  earrings,  etc., 
but  can't  afford  to  buy7  My  hostess  plan 
offers  you  free  jewelry.  For  more  infor- 
mation call,  LISE  @  285-7423. 

MEN'S  BICYCLE:  10  speed  Raleigh.  $50. 
Call  Glenn  at  334^235. 

LAWN  MOWER.  Heavy  duty  hand  mower. 
Four  sharp  blades.  Excellent  condition. 
$35.  585-1169. 

BEIGE  MARBLE  VANITY  TOP  with 
solash.  31"  long,  22"  wide  with  faucets 
$75.    Bar    for    recreation   room  $40. 
Doors  $10.  586-4126. 

DEL  MAR  WOVEN  WOODS  on  sale  now 
through  May  12.  All  colors  and  weaves. 
One  inch  metal  blinds  also  available.  In 
Glen  Park.  Lorrie  Titcomb  Interiors. 
5864026. 


14  K  GOLD  JEWELRY  @  40%  below 
retail  prices.  Latest  styles  in  chains, 
charms,  earrings,  etc.  Call  LISE  in  Noe 
Valley  @  285-7423. 

wanted 

TENNIS  PARTNER(S)  for  after  work 
and/or  weekday  play.  Am  beginner/in- 
termediate and  want  to  increase  my 
skills.  Am  taking  lessons.  Please  call. 
E.  Carol  King,  239-0489. 

BABYSITTING  JOBS  in  the  Glen  Park 
area.  Janet  Range,  14  yrs.  old;  4  yrs.  ex- 
perience; good  references.  Prefers  children 
6  mos.  to  6  yrs.  Call  Janet,  333-81 22. 

DONATIONS  for  the  San  Francisco 
Council  for  the  Social  Studies  Benefit 
Auction.  Call  849-3535  before  May  4. 

DONATIONS  of  saleable  items  for  the 
June  9  &  10  Easter  Seal  Society  Garage 
Sale.  Proceeds  benefit  the  Infant  Develop- 
ment Program.  To  arrange  drop-off,  call 
752-4888,  weekdays. 

INTERESTED  IN  INVESTING  in  Glen 
Park?  Want  to  own  a  restaurant?  Inves- 
tors and/or  partners  sought.  Call 
585-7436  (evenings). 

learnin' 
&  doin' 

"WORKING  TOGETHER:  GAYS  AND 
DEMOCRATIC  SOCIALISTS,"  a  panel 
discussion  and  community  dialogue. 
Members  of  ihe  Harvey  Milk  Gay  Demo- 
cratic Club  and  other  left-gay  activists 
will  speak.  May  3rd,  at  The  New  College, 
777  Valencia,  7:30  p.m.  Free. 

SEMINAR  FOR  SECRETARIES,  Thurs 
day,  April  26,  in  San  Francisco.  $45  fee 
includes  lunch  and  materials.  Enrollment 
is  limited.  Request  brochure  "Seminar  for 
Secretaries,"  341-0445. 

EVENING  CLASSES  at  the  Mission 
YMCA  for  adults.  Disco,  Jazz  Dance, 
Calligraphy,  drawing  and  morel  New 
sessions  begin  May  12th.  Call  586-690C 
or  visit  us  at  4080  Mission  St. 
PUBLIC  SEMINARS,  workshops  and 
conferences  scheduled  for  May  and  June 
in  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area  include 
Patterns  of  Persuasion.  Your  Handwrit- 
ing Your  Self;  The  Rules  of  the  Game, 
Challenge  of  Menopause,  Graphic  Design 
for  Business  &  Industry;  Psychology  of 
Color  In  Your  Life;  Women  in  Finance. 
For  dates,  fees,  locations,  and  content 
information,  contact  Dorothy  Satir,  265 
Valdez  Avenue,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94127.  (415)  333-0872. 

HOUSEPLANT  AND  GARDEN  CLINIC: 

Advice  and  information  on  alternatives 
to  pesticides.  Presented  by  the  Northern 
California  Committee  for  Environmental 
Information,  Saturday,  May  5,  10  to 
4  p.m..  Building  312,  Fort  Mason,  San 
Francisco.  Free.  642-6707. 


CLASSES  AT  THE  SELF  CENTER:  Bio 

Energetics,  Gestalt,  Effective  Learning, 
Symbols  of  Transition  and  more.  Ongoing 
men's,  women's,  and  mixed  groups.  Call 
386-7027  for  a  free  brochure. 

BREAD-MAKING  CLASSES:  Even 
Saturdays.  Learn  to  bake  with  whole 
grains  (wheat,  rye,  etc.).  Reservations 
necessary  ($2  for  series  of  four  classes). 
Also  available,  bread-making  demos  at 
your  church  or  for  your  activity  groups 
by  appointment.  824-9349. 

STRESS,  STRESS,  STRESS,  UPTIGHT' 

Community  services  branch  of  Synthesis 
Institute  offers  free  weekly  meetings  for 
overcoming  stress  and  gaining  strength 
and  unity.  Not  a  religion  or  therapy. 
Call  Gary,  285-6124. 

GLENRIDGE  COOP  NURSERY 
SCHOOL  —  Did  you  know  there's  a  nur- 
sery school  in  your  neighborhood  in 
Glen  Park  Canyon?  We  have  openings 
now  for  Fall  1979,  for  ages  2'/2  to  5 
years.  Three  hour  sessions,  full  or  part- 
time  M— F.  Closed  for  summer  as  of 
May  31,  so  come  and  see  us  soon.  Call 
282-6380  or  the  school  at  586-2771. 
P.O.  Box  31202,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94131. 


for  rent 

SUMMERTIME    RENTAL    on  Sum 

Street,  June  10  -  September  1.  Fur- 
nished house  with  5  bedrooms,  2  baths, 
$550/month.  Lots  of  personality,  built 
in  1907.  Call  587-9256  after  6  00  p.m. 

DOWNTOWN  OFFICE  SPACE.  $75- 
$100/month  for  beautiful  loft  space  in 
the  SF  Ecology  Center,  across  from  the 
Pyramid.  Amenities  include  paid \jtilities^ 
phone  hook-up,  and  lunch  on  the  prem- 
ises. A  well  known  place  for  classes  and 
seminars— easy  access  to  transit.  For 
interview   call    Kathleen  at  391-6307. 

GARAGE  FOR  RENT,  522  Arlington  St.. 
$30/month. 


ad  info 

As  a  public  service  the  Glen  Park 
Perspective  will  print  any  ad  offering 
to  share  something  with  the  community 
(e.g.,  rides,  childcare,  free  items).  In  ad 
dition,  there  is  no  charge  for  Lost  and 
Found,  or  for  ads  placed  by  students 
seeking  work. 

All  other  ads  will  be  published  for 
a  flat  fee  of  $2  per  month,  payable  in  ad- 
vance. There  is  no  rigid  length  limit,  but 
ads  should  be  concise.  The  editors  reserve 
the  right  to  edit  or  reject  any  ad. 

Send  ads  to  the  Glen  Park  Perspec- 
tive, P.O.  Box  31337,  San  Francisco, 
California  94131.  To  be  published  in  the 
June  issue,  ads  must  be  received  by  May 
25th.  Phone  585-5304  for  more  informa- 
tion. 


Neighborhood  in  transition- empty  storefronts  are  a  clear 
illustration  of  Glen  Park 's  depressed  business  climate. 


What's  Going  On  Here? 

Continued  from  Page  1 

Although  that  laundromat  was  an  abomination,  we 
are  left  without  one.  So  too  are  we  left  without  a  cleaners 
(although  there  still  is  Classy  Cleaners  on  Bosworth  and 
Brompton)  and  a  gas  station.  All  are  essential  services  to 
a  small  community.  But  instead  we  have,  hosanna,  four 
beauty  parlors,  two  bars,  four  giuceries.  and  five 
(count  'em)  real  estate  offices. 

Something  is  wrong  here.  Something  is  out  of 
whack  and  off-balance.  Indeed,  what  the  hell  is  hap- 
pening? BART's  whale-like  presence  has  lured  realtors 
and  bankers  to  our  sleepy  neighborhood  like  so  many 
vultures  after  the  spoils.  And,  of  course,  the  "Glen  Park 
Center"  has  got  commercial  property  owners  hanging  on 
to  their  little  piece  of  Glen  Park,  just  drooling  at  the 
thought  of  cashing  those  big  bucks. 


Shortage  of  storefronts  for  new  businesses  does 
not  seem  to  be  the  problem.  We  have  had  considerable 
turnover  in  old  buildings  and  renovation  and  construction 
of  several  new  spots.  But  community-serving  businesses 
have  not  used  these  spaces.  Why?  Because  many  rely  on 
local  and  walk-by  clientele  and  so  must  consider  a  cen- 
tralized ground  level  storefront  at  reasonable  cost. 

High  rent  and  the  expenses  of  renovating  a  run- 
down building  may  explain  Klein's  difficulty  in  renting 
his  space.  In  the  case  of  Kelly's  storefronts,  no  sound 
commercial  venture  will  move  in  without  the  security 
of  a  long-term  lease. 

New  construction,  then,  is  not  necessarily  the 
answer.  Landlord  awareness  of  and  responsiveness  to 
the  community's  needs  might  be.  Maintaining  property, 
asking  rents  compatible  with  the  kind  of  businesses  the 
community  needs  and  can  sustain,  acceptable  lease 
agreements,  and  tenants  who  do  not  duplicate  services 
would  go  a  long  way  toward  revitalizing  Downtown 
Glen  Park. 


